That Prayer Thing: How Inconvenient

The peace that passes all under-
standing - it feels delightful. The
cam that comes after a rousing
session of prayer and worship,
knowing that God is sovereign, we
are contentedly in His hands, and
that Eternal life waits. All thisis
true. And there are Christians who
never progress in maturity beyond
this. Like infantsin their Father’s
arms, they are content to liein their
swaddling clothes and be adored.
But thisis only a portion of the
prayer experience. Those who pray
beyond the level of infancy spiritu-
ally often find themselves leaving
the blankie of childhood and tip-
toeing into the world of powers
and principalities. They remain
Christ’s children, but growing up,
they now take His purposes as their
own. They join Hiswork force.

So it isthat when prayer pro-
gresses beyond alevel of worship,
gratitude and praise and into the
depths of battle, things begin to
change. Many in our church have
decided to dive into the discipline
of alife of prayer. Thisgoes be-
yond the pedestrian walk of shop-
ping-list prayers and hurried thank
yous. As prayers of worship be-
come more spiritually articulate,
we start to enjoy God' s grandeur,
and His heart is on occasion re-
veded to us. Wetake tiny steps
into His worldview, and soon two
things happen. Joy explodes, for
we encounter akind of love and
peace unattainable by human phar-
maceuticals or philosophies. And
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simultaneously our joy-filled hearts
break, for we see through His eyes,
and the vision isdisturbing. The
sight of humanity, His beloved su-
preme creation, shatters our hearts.
We see confusion and, in the words
of agreat saint, “we recognize that
non-Christians are not the enemy but
the victims of the enemy.” Many
areterminal and bleeding, lying
spiritually unconscious around us.
Combine these casualties into groups
and they cobble together living
nightmares of nations: Cambodia,
Myanmar, Laos and Liberia, Zim-
babwe, Congo, Burundi and Sudan.
These are only eight of the 30 na
tions listed as Candidates for Failure
by the World Bank. Incomes, life
spans and infrastructure have all
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By Jamie Evans, Senior Pastor

| should have booked passage upon
long ago, | am finding names of in-
dividuals and nations bringing grief
unlooked for, for they are in dark-
ness and pain. But life being easier
isno longer attractive - gruel and
mashed peas of childhood are giv-
ing way to meat and a hunger for
the energy that that protein brings.

These disturbances desire ac-
tion, the work of mission and evan-
gelism, the offspring of compassion
that in itself is born of worship and
the awe of God. | ask that there will
be no turning back for me, asfor us.
Shopping sprees, vacations and
even the concept of retirement are
all taking on anew hue. My old pri-
orities are shifting. My appetites are
going through incremental shifts,

fallen for them over the decade. They slowly at first, but the pace may

are nationally devolving into tyrant-
bound living graves. Congo alone
has lost four million to war in a dec-
ade and three million starve as we
spesk.

The more you and | worship the
Master by the Holy Spirit in prayer,
the more we find ourselves attracted
to our broken brothers and sisters.
Drawn to the One, we are reminded
of the dying many. Thisis " pesky
prayer.” Pesky becauseit disturbs
us, is hard to wave off and demands
action. | am beginning to see why all
the major mission movements were
spawned by preceding increasesin
prayer in the sending nation. Life
was easier when my prayer life was
skin deep. Now that | am taking my
first halting steps into ajourney that
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well quicken. What is prayer
unleashing in our midst?

And pray in the
spirit on all
occasions with all
kinds of prayers and
requests. With this
in mind, be alert
and always keep on
praying for all the
saints.

Ephesians 6:18, NIV
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“Unsung Hero” Lisa Rush, Nursery Coordinator

By Daphne Saul

Who is that smiling face and car-
ing person our youngest children see
almost every Sunday? That must be
Lisa Rush, the Nursery Coordinator
for First Pres and our featured
“unsung hero” this month. Lisare-
members that when she was a little
child, there was one lady she saw
every week - the nursery lady. That
person was very important to young
Lisa because she helped all the chil-
dren feel secure and happy in the
church nursery. Today Lisalaugh-
ingly finds that she has become the
nursery lady for First Pres.

Lisa has many
jobs as Nursery
Coordinator. Be-
sides being avail-
able aimost every
Sunday, she coor-
dinates approxi-
mately 50 volun-
teerswho have
signed up to help
in the nursery.
Each week, she
sends out re-
minder cardsto
nursery volunteers
for that week. Lisa

love with them on avery basic level.”
For example, nursery workers might
show children a picture book that has
flowers and say, “ God made the flow-
ers.” At these young ages, children are
so accepting of love and attention, and
they don’t talk back.

Lisa says that there is nothing very
hard about this job. Her younger
daughter, McKenna, can even come
with her on Sundays. After al, how
many people are allowed to bring their
children to work?

Lisa says that she has many fantas-

tic, dependable volunteers. But there
Pt o W are always opportuni-
= " " tiesfor othersto help.

| Mother/daughter

| teamsare agreat way
to help young people
develop babysitting
skills. Sometimes
young children re-
spond to men better
than women, and so
male volunteers are
always welcome.
| Andif you area
grandparent-in-
waiting, longing to
see your own grand-

inspects the nurs-
ery frequently to make
sure that the areais
clean and inviting for babies and chil-
dren. In addition to providing for Sun-
day volunteers, Lisa makes sure there
are volunteers for other church events.
Sometimes there are blank spotsin
the volunteer list, Sundays where no
one has signed up yet. But Lisa never
worries about this because she has
seen how faithfully God provides just
the right people each week.

One of the most enjoyable things
about Lisa’'sjob iswatching those
adorable babies grow up. “I love see-
ing their personalities blossom,” says
Lisa, “and it isfun to share God's
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Lisa, Bret, JL‘JI'i"ana &
McKenna Rush

children or wishing
you had some, the nursery
isagreat place to come and
get a“baby fix.” One nursery worker
said, “If | had known volunteering in
the nursery was this easy, | would
have done it along time ago.”

Sometimes Lisa has new parents
who are leaving their little onein the
nursery for the first time. She smiles as
they deliver detailed instructions about
how to care for their precious child.
But she isaways glad that parents
give her these detailed instructions. In
fact, she understands that these babies
are hard to leave in the hands of
strangers, and she would worry if the

moms and dads didn’t give these
lists of advice at first. Lisa believes
that these wonderful parents are
showing her just how devoted they
are to their children.

Besides being the First Pres
Nursery Coordinator, Lisa has two
girls of her own, Julianaand
McKenna. Lisaand her husband,
Bret, take parenting seriously. They
often find that their weekly activities
are focused around their two girls.
Juliana loves sports and so her fam-
ily attends many sports events, while
McKenna enjoys her dance class.

Here at First Pres, we are privi-
leged to have Lisa, awoman who
combines her love of the Lord with
her love for children. She offersa
positive first impression of God to
these littlest people, besides being a
comfort and joy to parents and vol-
unteers. Thank you, Lisa, for all that
you do!

Session Report
By Scott McCallum, Clerk

Thefollowing are highlights from
the March meeting:

Mark the 4th day of the month on
your calendar to pray for our Presby-
tery. Pray for our churches, the 21
seminary students (seven of which
are ours), and our pastors and their
families.

Upcoming Important Dates:

Long Range Planning Prayer
Time at 7:00 p.m. on April 13, 2005,
in the Adult Lounge.

Osbornes return from Albania
on April 19.

Daddy-Daughter Adventure
scheduled for May 13-14. Father-
Son Adventure will be in June.
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Cyclesof Life

My grandfather Peter was a
farmer. In 1884, at age 37, he im-
migrated from south Russia to
America where he continued his
occupation - first in Nebraska, and
then in Kansas and Oklahoma. In
spite of indescribable hardships as
an immigrant, very crude, primi-
tive farming implements and only
a team of horses, he prospered in
his farming operations.

Grandfather had eight sons and
seven daughters who grew to
adulthood. From the day they
could feed chickens or milk cows,
he taught them to work. By the
time they married and had families
of their own, they were well pre-
pared to follow in his footsteps.
Many of them became prosperous
farmers. Others became successful
businessmen and professionals.

As Peter grew older he gave
his sons more responsibilities in
his farming operation. By the time
he was 60 years old, his boys had

By Wes Gunther

amost completely taken over his
farming business in Oklahoma,
and he could spend his time do-
ing the things he really enjoyed.

Peter had a passion for writ-
ing poetry. Poems came from the
depth of his soul and were a
vivid expression of the hardships
and sorrows he and his family
endured as immigrants and pio-
neers on the American prairie.
Grandfather also served as a dea-
con in his church, and he loved
visiting and helping the sick and
needy. As he allowed his sons to
take over the farm, he had time to
pursue these other interests.

My grandfather was an exam-
ple of how the cycle of life ought
to function. A biblical illustration
of this same cycleis found in the
book of Exodus. Chapter 24 tells
of how God gave Moses the Ten
Commandments. When Moses
climbed up the mountain to re-
ceive those commandments, his

assistant, Joshua, went with him
part of the way. Moses spent the
next 40 years preparing Joshua to
lead Israel into the promised land.

| retired from active ministry at
age 67. Since then I, like my
grandfather, have found a great
sense of fulfillment in writing and
other activities. | have also discov-
ered a wonderful security in going
to my children for advice rather
than the other way around. It's a
lot easier that way.

Perhaps this is a good time for
some of us oldsters to step aside
and let our sons and daughters take
over.

Sudan Report

On Sunday, Feb. 6 Brian
Roberts and | shared about the
current circumstances in Sudan
during Sunday school. It was a
neat time of learning, discussion
and prayer for and about our Su-
danese brothers and sisters.

Presbyterian Church
USA isactivein the effortsto
provide basic needs for the Su-
daneserefugees. PCUSA will
provide a bathroom for four
families (roughly 20 individu-
als) and awell that will serve
250 individuals for a gift of
$818. During the classachal-
lenge was posed to everyone to
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By Joanie Brackett

raise $818 to provide one well
and one bathroom. We are
pleased to report that the gifts
received more than doubled the
goal. A total of $2,188 was
raised. Thismeans eight fami-
lies (40 people) will have a de-
cent bathroom to use and 500
people will have accessto awell
with clean water!

God is more than faithful
and we are so pleased to offer
this gift to our Christian family
membersin Sudan. Thank you
to al who participated in the
financial support and to al who
continue to participate in the

ever-important act of prayer.
We hope thisis only the begin-
ning of our involvement in Su-
dan. We believe God has even
greater plansto use First Pres-
byterian Church in the future.

We invite you to pray and
consider what further involve-
ment will look like. Feel freeto
contact me
(joani ech81@yahoo.com), Brian
Roberts (brianr@tcoe.orq) or
call the church office to speak
with Terry Jaurena.

Thank you again and
God bless you as you continue
to be alight in thisworld.
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L ove, Inc. Reaches Out
By Barry O’ Nell

Many families from First Pres joined together to sup-
port Cynthia Munoz during her stay at Central California
Children’s Hospital from March 10 —21. Cynthia's 12-
month-old son Daniel has been plagued with a number of
bouts of pneumonia, chest congestion and marked wheez-
ing since birth. Chest x-rays revealed something unusual
in one of Daniel’s small lungs that baffled his primary care
physician in Bakersfield. Daniel was referred to Chil-
dren’s Hospital for the specialized care he so desperately
needed.

Cynthia and Daniel were met at the Fresno train sta-
tion and transported to Children’s Hospital by volunteers
organized by Barry O’ Nell, Love, Inc. coordinator for
First Pres. Cynthia stayed at her son’s side throughout the
ordeal, sleeping only briefly on the small couch in his
room. Additional Love, Inc. volunteers provided Cynthia
with changes of clothing, hot meals on adaily basis,
money for some mealsin the hospital cafeteria, and tele-
phone calling cards so she could call her other childrenin
Bakersfield and keep her family apprised of Daniel’s pro-
gress. Barry and Carol O’ Neil visited Cynthiaand Daniel
nearly every day, playing the role of surrogate grandpar-
ents to this delightful child.

A pulmonary specialist diagnosed Daniel with a con-
genital air-filled cyst in hislung. Arrangements were
made for Daniel to undergo surgery for its removal.

Daniel bounced back with al the vitality of youth follow-
ing hislung surgery and he was discharged 11 days after
hisarrival in Fresno, fully ready to enjoy life without the
continual chest congestion and wheezing that had been his
lot since birth.

During Daniel’ s hospitalization, Love, Inc. literally
kept the lights on for Cynthia, whose overdue home
PG&E bill was paid in full while her family in Bakersfield
was also provided with food. Love, Inc. gave Cynthia and
Daniel their round-trip train ticket which made this won-
derful healing possible for a mother and her precious son.

Those of us who met Cynthiaand Daniel were pro-
foundly touched by their strength and graciousness during
thisordeal. We praise God and celebrate Daniel’ s suc-
cessful medical outcome. Love, Inc. linked two communi-
ties and many volunteers who watched the saga unfold and
cheered on Daniel and Cynthia as healing came into their
lives. First Pres volunteers included Roland and Eleanor
Bergthold, John and Margie Washburn, Karon Chambers,
Jeff and Tina Beatty, Dave and Adrienne Kimball, and
Jeanne Brown.
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Corcoran Work Day Brings
Many Together

By Terry Jaurena

The following “photo article” will give you a

glimpse into the work day held on Saturday, March
12, at First Presbyterian Church, Corcoran. Ap-
proximately 40 volunteers from First Pres joined
members of the Corcoran congregation and other
volunteer churches to make much-needed improve-
ments to their campus.
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Deadline Information

Thedeadlinefor the M ay issue of
The Challenger isFriday, April 22 at
5p.m. It will be mailed out May 5.
Please submit articles to Daphne Saul
(252-4064), daphne4926@sbcgl obal .net
or leave in newsletter box in office.

Thedeadlinefor “ A Place for
You” iseach Monday at 5 p.m. Please
submit announcements to Cheryl Eaker
(485-6460), viaemail at
ceaker@fpcfresno.org.

April 2005

(USPS 572-240)
Published monthly by
First Presbyterian Church
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The Ministry Team

Rev. James Evans, Senior Pastor
jevans@fpcfresno.org

Rev. Thomas Parsons, Pastor to the
Congregation tparsons@pcfresno.org
Rev. David Abdo, Executive Pastor
dabdo@fpcfresno.org

Craig Blodgett, Assistant Youth Director
cblodgett@fpcfresno.org

Dr. Julie Carter, Coordinator, Worship & Music
jwlc@sbcglobal.net

Greg Ehlert, Youth/ College Director
gehlert@fpcfresno.org

Susan Glover, Administrator

sglover @fpcfresno.org

Terry Jaurena, Mission/ College Director
tjaurena@fpcfresno.org

Lana Roberts, Worship Arts Director
Iroberts@fpcfresno.org

Corrie Sands, Children’s Director, Birth-Pre-K
csands@fpcfresno.org

Marcie York, Children’s Director, K-6

myork @pcfresno.org

Other Church Staff: staff@pcfresno.org (Type
staff member’s name in subject line).
Newsletter Staff:

Co-Editors: Daphne Saul and Carol Valencia
Editorial Board: Karin Cook, David Kimball,
Paula Lloyd and Bobbye Temple

Bible Study Leader needed
for Hope Manor Retire-
ment Home. This group of
seniors meets for singing
and Bible study Thursday
mornings. Choose your
own topics and style of
teaching. Please call How-
ard Latta (225-7813) or
Pastor Tom Parsons.

Dear Church Family,

Thank you all for your
attention following Jon’s
home-going. | was hum-
bled by the attendance at
his celebration service
and all the cards and
hugs!

Even though we have
prayed for this time, it still
comes as a difficult re-
lease. Long term care-
giving is an amazing walk.
My response to all who
enter such a time has
been forever altered. |
have a heightened appre-
ciation for those who have
walked the walk before
me, and | will certainly be
with those that follow.
There is no greater “life
insurance” than knowing
our future is secure in the
loving arms of Jesus.

Thank you all!
Susan Glover
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