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The Golden Year s by Jamie Evans, Senior

Statistics and theology often mu-
tually affirm one another, and truth is
always on God's side. One of the lat-
est statistics coming out of the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin research depart-
ment on economics is the startling
discovery that in retirement, for every
$10,000 a year of added income
above basic needs there is only a one
percent rise in happiness or
satisfaction. In other words,
money has limited effect
upon our levels of joy, and &=
those who have worked af
lifetime to put aside a mas-l
sive nest egg for their golden |
years will be much disap-
pointed in the effect of those
resources upon well being
and joy.

Recently we said good-
bye to Jean Brown, our dea-
con who had helped scores of
hurting and ill parishioners cope with
their struggles in the comfort and
hope of the Holy Spirit. She did this
freely and volunteered her hours gen-
eroudly. Hospice was one of the many
tools in her bag of talents. The con-
gregation poured out between ser-
vices to say a farewell to her. Now,
Jean goes to help her children raise
the next generation in Colorado.

Hers has been a retirement of
ministry and significance, where rela-
tionship was key and caring was her
gifted task. If such joyous service
could be measured into a scale of sat-
isfaction then Jean ranks as marvel-
ously blissful. Finance had nothing to
do withit.

For many of us retirement will be
our last mgjor transition. Greg Ehlert
tells me that there are two great tran-
sitionsin life: from school to employ-
ment, and from employment to retire-
ment. We all have to work; few of us

get to design totaly what that sea
son looks like due to economic re-
aities. Yet all of us can build the
shape and aroma of our retirement,
and the freedom to pursue the great
joysof life. Most of thisisrelated to
people, not things, and to service as
opposed to leisure.

Geographic fixes leave me sus-
picious, as there are
few places better than
the place where fam-
ily, friends and our
core relationships re-
side. Like money, lo-
cation has dim impact
upon total satisfaction
and worth in life
Beautiful coasts can
be londy and vapid
indeed, and they can
be relationally barren,
and lacking in the red
humus of life, the earth of long term
loves and mutual ministry.

We give our beings over to God
when we convert. Then over the
decades we make good on our
pledge. We give over one area of
our life dafter another— habits,
dreams, ambitions and angers. Ma-
turity means that, although we never
give al perfectly on this side of
eternity, we know God chooses our
form of retirement. Look at Moses,
Abraham, Isaiah and Sarah. Their
golden years were al spent in the
arms and service of the Lord. Place
was avery distant consideration.

Before we dream of distant geo-
graphical fixes as we retire, we
should ask ourselves where our
deepest relationships reside. Do
they reside in our ministry, and our
church? Do they live in that fertile
hillsde God has called us to nurture
and plant, garden and guard?

The Day Of Small
Things by Marcie

While in an antique shop recently
| spotted a ceramic plaque with asim-
ple line drawing of two people, one
big, one little, bent over a tiny dot.
These words were written below the
picture: “He on whom God's light
does fal sees the great things in the
small.”

As | walked away the words con-
tinued to resonate in my mind. | was
reminded of the message of Zechariah
4:10, “Who despises the day of small
things?’ Those are strong words that
convey a similar challenge for us to
see with God's “eyes’ the great po-
tentia in the very small. In God's
economy everything has worth and
stature. There are no small people and
no small endeavors.

The Bible reinforces the same
concept. Moses carried a simple
wooden stick for forty years while he
was a shepherd in the wilderness.
This stick became God's “rod” in
Moses hand, used to show His
strength and power during the rescue
of the Isradlites from Egypt. David's
simple sling held only small stones,
but one of those stones felled the gi-
ant, Goliath, and Israel was rescued
from the Philistines. God's redemp-
tive plan took the form of atiny baby,
born into humanity, in order to die so
that we might live. Small things do
carry much eterna clout.

Something wonderful happens
when we stop and consider the small
things of life. Our imaginations ex-
pand, we see new potential and possi-
bility, and we slow down, ponder and
dream. Then God reminds us of
deeper truths. Francis A. Schaeffer,
in his book No Little People, tells us

(Continued on page 2)



(York, Continued from page 1)
to “take the smaller place so you have
quietness before God.” The smaller
place is a humble mindset that never
gets too big for itself or outgrows the
wonder of the “day of small things.”
When | take the smaller place, | stop
to watch a sunset, or smell a rose. |
get down to eye level with a young
child and redly listen. 1 stop...and
quietness and peace settle my mind
and spirit long enough for God to im-
press fresh truths upon my heart.

Several weeks ago afive-year-old
child in our church family received
Jesus as her Savior. While her family
and church rgoice in her decision,
God continues His exquisite work in
her little heart, preparing her to walk
in His light all of her life. Her faith
commitment is not a sweet, endearing
little gesture; it is a powerful, eternal,
death-shattering moment in time. Her
life will never be the same and neither
will this world, as God unleashes His
grand purpose in and through her in
the years ahead. For just a moment,
adlow God's light to shine on this
story. Do you sense the potential, the
possibility, and the great power at
work through onetiny child's“yes?’

All of us who serve the children
in our church are propelled by that
“light” in our spirits, which helps us
to sow down, ponder and dream as
we look for the great things in our
small flock. Children’s Ministry vol-
unteers do not usually see the results
of their ministry. They do not hear
testimonies of transformation, as chil-
dren do not yet have the verbal and
social skills to describe God’'s move-
ment in their hearts. They do not wit-
ness a child's choices which cause
dramatic lifestyle changes, as most
children’s choices are made for them.
Those of usin Children’s Ministry do
get a glimpse of eternity from time to
time, as attitudes soften, or eyes light
up with new understanding of biblical
truth. For the most part, however, we
serve children by faith, knowing that
God isat work in their lives.

Some Sunday, very soon, | have a
date on the church lawn with a four-

Treasure Chest Brimming by Corrie Sands

If you haven't taken a look
into the Treasure Chest (aka the
Lower Court) on arecent Sunday,
you may not have noticed the
much larger numbers of children
moving around down there. God
has blessed our church with con-
tinued growth in the areas of nurs-
ery, preschool and elementary
school. Not only are babies being
born left and right, but our church
has attracted many new families
with young children in tow.

My first thought is, wow, we
are going to need more volunteers.
If the Holy Spirit is nudging you
in that direction, by all means give
me a call at 441-1942. Then, if |

year-old. He has watched the older
children come to me between wor-
ship services to share their memo-
rized Bible verses and then choose a
prize from my big treat bag. He
wants to follow the example of the
older kids and tell me a verse he has
memorized. Do | consider this a
sweet gesture for us adults to ex-
clam sentimentaly over? Oh, no!
This is the clarion call to begin
training a little boy to think bibli-
cally and respond hiblically to his
world. Planted in the tender desire
of his heart is a seed that will grow
in him an understanding of sound
doctrine and the ahility to defend
the faith some day through strong
apologetics. As God sheds His light
into my understanding of this small
gesture | am compelled to pray for
him to grow in wisdom and knowl-
edge, and to commit my energies
and resources to teaching him how
to “correctly handle the word of
truth,” (2 Timothy 2:15). Great
things lie ahead in kingdom purpose
for thislittle guy!

That old ceramic plague, Dan-
ish, circa 1959, with its quote by
Piet Hein, hangs on a wal in my
home now, ever reminding me of its
simple yet profound truth, to delight
awaysin “the day of small things.”
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put aside the practical, nuts and bolts
thoughts about this growth, | am able
to see beyond to the great privilege of
receiving these children in the name
of Jesus. Marcie and | often quote
George Barna's book, Transforming
Children Into Spiritual Champions (a
must read for anyone who is inter-
ested in the Kingdom of God). Barna
sites the ages at which the most sig-
nificant decisions are made for moral
and spiritual foundations. The re-
search states that most people make a
decision to follow Christ by age thir-
teen and that moral foundations are in
place, for the most part, by age nine!

In light of the areas where we are
seeing growth in our church, | think it
is pretty clear that we ought to pay
attention to what God has called us to
do. He is entrusting all of these
“treasures’ to us who are ideal ages
for spiritual harvest to guide and di-
rect. This is an exciting task with
which our church has been blessed.
We are responsible as a body for see-
ing this next generation trust Jesus
and develop biblica world views.
What an honor, and what a heavy bur-
den.

Let us partner together, in prayer,
service and “nuts and bolts” so that
we can usher in the next vital layer of
our church’s great history with grace
and truth.



A Prayer Of Lament, Full Of Hope For Our City by Terry

Randy White recently led some of in Fresno, we confess that we eveal to us, O God, the despera-
the lessons in our Outlook Sunday have insulated ourselves from tion of those around us, so that
School class. We looked at Lamenta- the need and often pursue our we might open our eyes and take
tions and considered how Jeremiah own selfish desires instead of action, not turning adeaf ear to
lamented over the state of his city and sharing your good news. the cry of our city.
cried out to God on its behalf. Randy rant us vision to see where we end justice to those who have been
taught us that this book was written as have been, where we are, and lenied.
an alphabetical acrostic. That is, the where we are headed.
first letters of the words that begin H elp us see!! ruth is, God, we confess we
each chapter go through the Hebrew spend most of our time and en-
aphabet, a great tool for cultures that desire to see the suffering of the ergy feathering our nests and insu-
pass their stories on verbally, asit aids city through God' s perspective. lating ourselves from everything
in the memorization of the text. obs that pay a decent wage are in unpleasant.

At the end of that session we were short supply, and families are nless you give usinsight asto
each given a letter of the aphabet and breaking under the burden. how we can use our privileges
our task was to write a prayer for our K eep uscloseto You, Yahweh; for the sake of your kingdom, we
city that would begin with the letter we there' s no shelter like your will never make the impact on our
were given. Here's the prayer that was forgiveness. city that you envision.
pieced together in that way: L ord, thank you for hearing the ictorious God, do what we cannot
A nother day has dawned, and the cry of your people. seem to do — attract new employ-

cries of the weak are unan- ighty God, raise up thosein ersto our community so that more
swered. your church to assist and pro- lives can be stabilized with whole-

efore you we stand, oh God, and vide for those who need your some jobs.

confess that we have been more mercy and grace. ithout you, we cannot fix our
concerned about oursalves than ever again will | ignore those schools, and we need your
with how we might be ablessing who cry out in need, whom people throughout the city to be

Inour city. _ God puts before me involved in the process of caring

ompassion has been |acking for g , for more than our own children
the poor, the foreign, and the lost. pen our hearts to the needs of cism. Lord. and o
May it return, and be shown to all. thiscity. dOUt O#r cynicism, Lord, and our
estruction of the family unit is Please bring hope to the hopeless. etachment.
ou can doit, God!
everywh(_ere. ord teach me how uiet our spirits Lord so we ma Y
to take action and help others heal. ooy Yojfvoice st ont f)(/)r eal of the Lord of Hogts will do

ather, although we know that
there is so much need around us

. Musical Prayer Pockets by Daphne Saul

Musicisabig part of my life, and | enjoy concerts. Last summer, Walter and | even attended a“ Cold Play” con-
cert with our daughter and her husband. Perhaps that concert was a little loud for our tastes. However, al types
of music are important to both of us, and we remain open to all musical styles.

But, I'd like to share alittle secret with you. For me, musical concerts can be worshipful as well as enjoyable. | love
to spend time praising God for al the beautiful music He created and gave to us through human composers. God gave us
earsto hear this music— what a delight. Praising God for performersis equally important, because performersinterpret
the dots and scribbles that composers have written down. How amazing it is that God gave people these ahilities. The
time | spend in concerts can be a precious time, atime to think about God and all of His attributes.

On February 26, our church hosted a concert. It was part of the “M Street Encore Series,” which was started by a
group of people here at First Pres. Walter and | had the privilege of performing some love songs that he had written for
me. Before the performance, all of the performers prayed together. Then, Walter and | praised God for twenty-five years
of marriage as we performed our songs. Finally, Alan Rea and Sylvia Park O’ Neall serenaded us with piano duets by New
Orleans composers. Asthey played, | found myself praying again— thistime for all the people still recovering from hurri-
canes Katrinaand Rita.

The next time you attend a concert, think of it as an opportunity to talk with God. Please stay alert for future concerts
in the “M Street Encores Series.” Y ou may find that this can be atime of worship for you as well!

Your glory. this (2 Kings 19:31)




Welcome To Our New Members

Brian and Jeanne Dolan

Brian and Jeanne have three children.
Zechariah (Zak) iseight, Abigail is
five, and Naomi (Mimi) isthree.
Jeanneis afull-time mom and home-
school teacher. Brian, a graduate of
Fresno State and a mechanical engi-
neer, works in sales. Brian enjoys
camping and hiking. Brian and Jeanne
love reading and visiting with family
and friends. They both love the Lord,
and want to be obedient to Him, to
seek Hiswill always. They redize
that they can do nothing without the
Lord, and don’t wish to be lukewarm
in their faith. Torsten and Jannelle
Grunberg invited them to First Pres.

Kendra Mull

Kendra has one stepdaughter, Kylie,
a daughter, Kacy, and another child
on theway. Sheis married to Craig.
Kendrais a part-time code enforce-
ment specialist with the city of
Fresno and a Mary Kay beauty con-
sultant. She also enjoys crafts, sew-
ing, and helping her husband with
building projects. She believes her
aunt was the first in her family to
attend First Pres, followed by her
grandparents and her mother.

Frank Sanders

Frank is aretired automobile deal er
who lives in the Sunnyside neighbor-
hood. He is amember of the Rotary
and other community associations and
isafriend to many in the Fresno com-
munity. Frank came to First Pres
when he was a child. He has consid-
ered First Presto be his church for
many years. Frank has two daughters,
Linda and Sharon, and four grandchil-
dren. Hiswife, Jane, is deceased. He
isan avid golfer, and has played on
courses around the world.

Session Highlights by Scott McCallum

Due to arecently discovered error
in the Church’'s accounting program,
the actua results, which were re-
ported for the year ended 12/31/05,
was not accurate. The following is the
corrected report:

Giving for the year ending on
12/31/05 was 3.94 percent below
budget, and resulted in actua giving
in the amount of $1,298,196.67.
Spending for the year ending on
12/31/05 was 4 percent below budget,
and resulted in actua spending in the
amount of $1,289,917.34. Cash avail-
able for operations was approximately
2.5 months of budgeted spending, as
of 12/31/05. Despite our computer
short fallings, the Lord was faithful in
providing the perfect measurement in
2005. Although our actual giving was
approximately $50,000 below budget,
our actual spending was aso below

budget, resulting in a net surplus of
$8,279.33.

Giving as of 2/28/06 was 11
percent below budget, spending as
of 2/28/06 was 10.79 percent below
budget, and cash available for op-
erations is approximately two
months of budgeted spending, as of
2/28/06.

Pray for Sudan. There will be a
standing prayer meeting on the first
Sunday of each month in Room 101
at 8:30 AM (during First Service).

Pastor Prayer Partners meet on
5/25, 9/9 and12/2. First Presbyterian
has a long tradition of leading the
worship service a the Fresno Res-
cue Mission on the First Sunday of
each month. This has been a tradi-
tion once led by Dr. Trowbridge,
and now Peter France has taken the
lead to assure that members of our

Church will be available to lead this
service. This is a wonderful opportu-
nity for House Churches, our Y outh
Groups, Mariner Groups and other
Adult groups. Please pray about this
opportunity to serve Him, and call
Peter to sign up. Equip-to-Serve
Classes will be held during the Sun-
day School Hour in the Adult
Lounge; ask Laura Spongberg for
more information.

The Lenten Series, held each
Wednesday at 6 p.m., and is based on
Ben Patterson’s Book Waiting. Ben
Patterson will be speaking on Pam
Sunday. He will be giving a different
message at the First Service, Sunday
School and Second Service. Yard
signs for our Easter Services should
be put up now. Maundy Thursday
Services will be held on April 13,
followed by the 24 Hour Prayer Vigil.



Preaching As Relationship by Greg Ehlert

All of us are created for relation-
ships. Even the most “introverted”
among us need to have close, genuine
and loving relationships to support,
challenge and nurture our lives. In
fact, we often forget that the Godhead
itself is defined by a relationship be-
tween the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit. We're even discovering in sci-
ence that things are more related to
one ancther than we first thought.

Just as human relationships are
vital to individua lives, so is preach-
ing vital to the life and purpose of the
church. We gather together each week
to offer up our collective thanksgiv-
ing, prayers and praise. But we aso
gather to partake in the proclamation
of the Word of God in relationship to
the preacher, God and one ancther.

Genesis tells us that, in the begin-
ning, God spoke and that it was
through the Word that the universe
came into being. It was the Word of
God that gave life and it is the Word
of God that sustainsit. Not only this,
but the Word is essentialy relational.
The Christian life is experienced and
“fleshed-out” in relationships.

This is why preaching plays

such avital role in the life of church
and the individual Christian.
Preaching, first and foremost, is a
relational event. The preacher, who
knows the daily trials and triumphs
of church members, preaches to this
congregation. The preacher is not a
static, removed and separate
“entity” within proximity of the
gathered body, but is a dynamic,
engaged and included member of
the life of the congregation.

As the preacher wrestles with a
text and how it affects her life, she
inherently considers the implica
tions for her personally and the con-
gregation corporately. God's word
has something to say to everyone
who hearsit.

The authority that comes from
preaching is based, at least in part,
upon the integrity of the relationship
between the preacher and the con-
gregation. As the preacher lives her
life in the midst of the “people,”
her authenticity, genuineness and
integrity before the congregation
speak loudly about the power of the
gospel.

This does not mean that it is the

preacher’ s task to live a

“perfect” or sinless life.

It does mean, however,

that the preacher’s task

is to present the gospel

in the most authentic
and sincere manner as possible. Au-
thority to lead a congregation is
forged by the fire of relational con-
nectivity with those who aso seek to
follow the way of Christ.

Chridtianity is a faith that be-
comes actuadized in relationship—
God with us, us with each other. and
us with ourselves. Preaching isarela
tional event where the people of God
hear the Word of God articulated by a
servant of God in the presence of
God. To speak isto relate and to hear
isto know.

Preaching has the power to re-
deem God's people and reconcile re-
lationships with God and one another.
As much as we hate to admit it, we
need each other. A tremendous ex-
ample of this truth occurs each week
as we gather to hear the Word of God
inculcated through relationship with
the words spoken in preaching.
(Watch for Part 2 next month.)

~

@ Why does the
typical American
% give to charity?

People give sim-
ply because they
were asked to give. That is why we
often feel bombarded by solicitations
for many fine causes, either through
the mail, over the phone or in person.
Mission: Possible, First Presbyte-
rian Church’s Capital Funds Drive,
differs markedly from a classic
American fundraising effort, and is
really rather smple. We have at-
tempted to conduct the campaign in a
Biblica fashion, and in keeping with
the character of our congregation.
Therefore:
It is operated solely by church

volunteers. We have engaged no
fundraising consultants or em-
ployees.

Its “donor perks’ are supplied
solely by God — we are offering
no exclusve dinners for top
donors, naming rights, recogni-
tion bricks and the like.

We have no prospect research
effort. We do have a dedicated
Prayer Team, who prays for
wisdom, guidance, mercy and
obedience.

As we are not publishing donor
lists, we have no “President’s
Circle” or “Keystone Givers’ or
other common tactics designed
to subtly urge donors into
higher levels of giving. And,

A‘@ + Mission:Possible—Reliant on God by Diane Johnson

most critically,

We are not directly asking people
to give; we are asking people to
pray about giving and to be obe-
dient to His direction.

Pray today about how God wants
to use you -- aswell as the resources
with which he has entrusted you -- in
this campaign. A one-time gift? A
monthly donation? A yearly stock
transfer? A contribution from your
will? As a prayer warrior? As a vol-
unteer?

Call me, Diane Johnson, at 446-
0408, or Merlene Samuelian, 439-
0697, and let us know how you'd like
to help. Pledge cards are available in
the Narthex or in the church office.









Thedeadlinefor the May Chal-
lenger isApril 21 at 5:00 p.m. It
will be mailed out May 4. Please
submit articlesto: Carol Vaencia
(454-9467), cjm44@cvip.net or
leave in newdletter box in church
office. The deadlinefor “A Place
for You” iseach Monday at 5
p.m. Please submit announcements
to Cheryl Eaker (485-6460) or
ceaker @fpcfresno.org.
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Published monthly by
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Church
1540 M Street
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Congratulations

Isabelle Lynn Hartsell was
born to Craig and Kathie Hart-
sell on March 8, 2006.

Katherine Grace Peltola was

born to David and Kim Peltola
on March 7, 2006.
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Rev. James Evans, Senior Pastor
jevans@fpcfresno.org

Rev. Thomas Par sons, Pastor to the Congregation
tparsons@fpcfresno.org

Rev. David Abdo, Executive Pastor
dabdo@fpcfresno.org

Craig Blodgett, Assistant Y outh Director
cblodgett@fpcfresno.org

Dr. Julie Carter, Coordinator, Worship & Music
jwlc@sbcglobal .net

Greg Ehlert, Youth Director
gehlert@fpcfresno.org

Susan Glover, Administrator
sglover@fpcfresno.org

Terry Jaurena, Mission Director
tjaurena@fpcfresno.org

Lana Roberts, Worship Arts Director
Iroberts@fpcfresno.org

Corrie Sands, Birth-Pre K Children’s Director
csands@fpcfresno.org

Marcie York, K-6 Children’s Director
myork@fpcfresno.org

Other Church Staff: staff @fpcfresno.org
Newsletter Staff:

Co-Editors: Daphne Saul and Carol Valencia
Editorial Board: Karin Cook, David Kimball, Paula
Lloyd and Bobbye Temple

Special Services

Many Thanks

Thank you so much for the outpour-
ing of love for our husband and fa-
ther, Bill Lung. We aso would like
to give a huge thanks to the Deacons
for the lovely luncheon following the
funeral. The food was delicious, and
the hard work of al the people who
served was greatly appreciated. Fi-
nally, thank you for the phone calls,
cards, and expressions of sympathy
from the congregation. Pop loved
being a member of First Pres and
looked forward to attending every
Sunday service.

—The Lung family, Grunberg fam-
ily, and Dau family

L% %%
( Lo

E) P €

+ .-

10 + .

&% 1' 28& !3

Nonprofit Org.
US Postage
PAID
Fresno, CA 93706
Permit #2311




