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   I’ve been thinking a lot 
about the praise song we’ve 
sung recently in our second 
service. It goes something like 
this: 

 If you say go, we’ ll go 

 If you say wait, we’ ll wait 

 If you say step out in the 
 water, and they say it can’ t 
 be  done, 

 We will fix our eyes on you 
 and we will come. 

   Our church has 
made quite a few 
decisions of late 
that are a bit like 
stepping out into 
the water.  One of 
those was to decide 
to be the Mother 
Church for a new 
church plant of our 
Presbytery.  In all 
the years I’ve at-
tended and then 
been on staff at this 
church, I’ve never 
known us to step out in this 
way.   

   Our “baby church”  is 
called Community of Joy.  
Their acronym is AHAAA!
That stands for Anglo, His-
panic, Asian, African-
American—anyone!   

   Rich Latta is the organiz-
ing pastor.  His partner in this 

multicultural outreach is Frank 
Pinon.  Rich and Colleen and 
Frank and Kathy have so far gath-
ered a small group for Bible study 
on Tuesday nights.  They continue 
to prayer walk and reach out in 
the southeast corner of our city 
where there are plans for a lot of 
growth in the near future.   

   Tom Parsons and Bob Avery 
are serving along with others from 
the Presbytery on the steering 
committee for “our baby.”   We 

are praying for a core group of 
people from our congregation to 
decide to step out in this water as 
well, to take what Jamie calls “a 
tour of duty”  in this church plant.  
   It’s the chance to be in pio-
neer evangelism and outreach 
without leaving your home town.  
It’s a chance to nurture new be-
lievers and to worship and serve 

with people from all kinds of 
backgrounds.  It sounds so like 
the book of Acts, doesn’ t it?   

   There are those who will be 
saying it can’ t be done.  We are, 
however, convinced it’ s the 
Lord who has asked us to step 
out in this way.  So we are com-
mitted to fixing our eyes on 
Him and to keep stepping out.     
If the Lord is nudging you to be 
involved in any way, please let 
us know.  We’ ll be having a 

gathering to hear 
directly from the 
Lattas and the 
Pinons about 
their hopes, 
dreams and 
needs for help 
now as well as 
what they see in 
the future of 
AHAAA!  

     Tentatively 
that gathering is 
scheduled for 
Aug. 20 during 

the education hour in the Adult 
Lounge.  But be on the lookout 
should that change.   

   We trust that there are just 
the right number in our fellow-
ship who will be called and who 
are equipped and ready to fix 
their eyes on Jesus and come be 
a part of the Community of Joy!  
Are you one of those?   

Stepping Out Into the Water in Southeast Fresno             By Terry Jaurena 
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        Dozens of friends and family 
members gathered at Sunrise As-
sisted Living July 1 to celebrate 
100 years and two days of a life of 
faith, humor and music with Lois 
Dalzell. 
        Friend Hollie Volpp, who has 
known Lois for about one-third of 
that long life, summed up the 
sentiments of many who know 
her. 
        “She©s a really great Chris-
tian. She©s funny, she has a 
great sense of humor and she©s 
so talented. She has such a love 
to help people. She©s just a spe-
cial friend,”  Hollie said. 
        Born Lois McNitt on June 
29, 1906, in Kansas, Lois grew 
up on a farm but went to live 
with her grandparents in Wash-
ington, Kansas, so she could 
attend high school. She gradu-
ated in 1924 and went on to 
earn a degree at Kansas State 
University. She met Paul Dal-
zell when they were both teach-
ing in Boise, Idaho. They mar-
ried and moved to Fresno in 
1956. At First Pres they were 
involved in music and  Mari-
ners. Lois was a member of 
the Women©s Association and of-
ten accompanied the choir at re-
hearsals. Paul died in 1978. 

        In a room off the Sunrise din-
ing room, a large birthday cake 
was flanked by platters of fruit, 
vegetables, cheese and crackers. 
Lois, wearing pale blue pants and 
a sweater set, sat in a chair and 
greeted her guests with a soft 
handshake, lively smile and spar-
kling eyes. At least one television 
station came to record her mile-
stone. 
        Many Fresno and First Pres 
friends were there, and several 

family members traveled from 
out of state. 
        Dick Dalzell, Lois’  oldest 
nephew, traveled from Idaho. 
Now a retired music teacher, 
Dick recalled taking piano les-
sons from Lois when she and 
Paul lived in Boise. 

        Lois’  niece, Margaret Wolfe 
of Oakdale, and her father, Bob 
McNitt of Tucson, who is Lois’  
95-year-old brother, also were 
there. 
        “She©s a real compassionate, 
loving person,”  Margaret said. 
“She loves music and she loved 
to entertain.”  
        Bob recalled that his sister 
began taking music lessons in 
about the third grade.  “Lois has 
always enjoyed music and she©s 
good at it,”  he said. She began 
giving piano lessons in high 
school. 
        Laurell Huber, former or-
ganist at First Pres, recalled the 

time when Lois, who was one of 
her organ students, filled in for her 
at church when Laurell and her 
husband, Wayne, got snowed in at 
a friend©s cabin. 
      Helga Medd played a video 
of a piano duet she and Lois 
played several years ago on the 

two grand pianos in Lois’  
home.  

     “She taught me how to 
edify others and to stay positive 
in life,”  Helga said.  “She is a 
huge gift in my life. I love her 
dearly.”  
     Deacons Bob and Jan 
Parkman also were there. 
“When she was 94, we started 
picking her up for church. She 
loves to go,”  Jan said.  “She has 
a tremendous sense of humor 
and she still has that. She©s a 
soft-spoken person, but not 
quiet!”  
     Lois may be 100, but Mar-
garet said her aunt is “very 
guarded about her age.”   When 
Lois recently told senior pastor 
Jamie Evans that she was 75, 
Margaret said she teased her, 
“You lied to the pastor,”  to 

which Lois quipped, “God will 
forgive me.”  

Lois Dalzell Celebrates 100 Years            By Paula L loyd 

August Blood Drive 

   The next blood drive will be 
held from 8:00-12:30 on Sun-
day, Aug. 20, in the EOC Sanc-
tuary. 

   Free Baskin Robbins ice 
cream coupon for all who do-
nate—a pint for a pint! 

   Please contact Scott Pred-
more to let him know you plan 
to donate (261-9236, 
sp@utilitycostmanagement. 
com). 
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Tune Up for Choir  
 
     Chancel Choir is seeking 
new (and returning) voices to 
join us when we resume this 
fall. 

     The group, directed by 
Julie Carter, welcomes all 
who would like to serve our 
congregation through sing-
ing. 

     Rehearsals will begin at 
9:40 a.m. on Sept. 10, in the 
choir room.  Ages high 
school through adult are wel-
come. 

     Respond now so you can 
join the choir at their fall re-
treat from 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 
p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 23. 

     For more information, 
call Julie at 432-2858. 

 Questions and Answers on 
Creation/Evolution (� 1976) by 
John N. Moore 

Scientific Creationism (� 1985), 
by Henry M. Morris 

Creation and the Modern 
Christian (� 1995), also by 
Henry M. Morris 

 

Fiction 

 The first two historical novels 
of another series by Gilbert Mor-
ris, “The Lone Star Legacy,”  are 
set in early Texas: 

Book 1, Deep in the Heart (� 2003) 

Book 2, The Yellow Rose (� 2004) 

 A new, suspenseful crime-
investigation series titled “Military 
NCIS” by Mel Odom, begins with 
Paid in Blood (� 2006).  “The 
stage is set for world destruction, 
and only this team of dedicated 
NCIS agents can stop it . . . .”   The 
author’s credentials include his 
teaching of courses in forensic and 
crime-scene investigation. 

 Craig Parshall’s first book in 
his “Chambers of Justice”  series is 
The Resurrection File (� 2002). 
Another author states that if you 
are captivated by the work of John 
Grisham, you are really going to 
love this book. 

 Romance drives the buggy in 
four inspiring novels is the subtitle 
in Lancaster Brides (� 1997-
2002), by Wanda E. Brunstetter.  
“ Travel the back roads and buggy 
trails with four young women in 
the Amish community.”  

 The three contemporary novels 
in A Kingsbury Collection 
(� 2005), by Karen Kingsbury, do 
not duplicate other books already 
on the shelves by that author. 

     —Albert N. Pauls 

Here is a list of recently processed 
new and donated books now ready 
for circulation.   

Nonfiction 

 Cracking Da Vinci’s Code 
(� 2006), by James L. Garlow and 
Peter Jones.  “Compelling evidence 
that Dan Brown’s assertions are not 
only historically inaccurate but may 
also contain a hidden agenda.”  

 Bad News for Modern Man: 
An agenda for Christian activism 
(� 1984), by Franky Schaeffer. 

 Mudhouse Sabbath (� 2003), 
by Laura F. Winner.  After her con-
version from Judaism to Christian-
ity, the author shares the spiritual 
practices she has adopted in her 
quest to reconcile the two. The au-
thor “writes with appealing honesty 
and rare insight.”  

 Rivers From Eden: Forty days 
of intimate conversation with God 
(� 2004), by Eden and Brad Jersak.  
This spiritual exercise will help 
make “ listening prayer”  a lifestyle. 

 In the Eye of the Storm 
(� 1991) and Just Like Jesus 
(� 1998, large print), two additional 
titles by Max Lucado. 

  The Rest of Your Life (� 2005), 
by Nancy McGuirk, a devotional 
recommended by Ruth Graham. 

 The next four titles are an addi-
tion to others already on the shelves 
that support scientific creationism 
and are written for readers with 
non-scientific background: 

Creation Scientists Answer Their 
Critics (� 1993), by Duane T. 
Gish 
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     Things are sizzling in the 
Treasure Chest this summer! 
Over 100 children participated in 
our 2006 Vacation Bible Blast, 
“Fiesta.”   Sixty volunteers deco-
rated, prepared, cooked, taught, 
shepherded and led our little 
“chilies”  through the fast-paced 
week. 

      Fourth through sixth grade 
kids served the downtown com-
munity off campus each morning 
and expanded their global vision 
of mission ministry around the 
world.            

     Preschool and primary-age 
children sang, played games, en-
countered Biblical characters, 
made crafts and snacks, and fol-
lowed the thrilling adventures of 
Chadder the Chipmunk. All of 
this activity drove home power-
ful daily Bible points about Je-
sus - that He is our friend, our 
life, our leader, our Savior and 
our helper. 

      Children enthusiastically re-

sponded to our mis-
sion outreach for the 
week by bringing in 
$200 to support mis-
sionaries in Mexico 
and other countries. 

      Thursday night 
over 200 people 
came for our Fiesta 
dinner and open 
house. The children 
sang their Fiesta 
songs and families 
experienced all the 
events of a typical 
VBB day. 

      And finally, join 
us in praising God for the 15 
children who said “yes”  to Jesus 
that week and are beginning 
their walk with Him! 

     Summer Sunday mornings 
are alive with activity as our 
children open up to new truths 
each week, thanks to committed 
teachers and leaders.  

     Preschoolers continue to ex-
perience a new reverence for 
God through Godly Play, while 
elementary “wranglers”  and 
“cowpokes”  continue their climb 
up “Value Mountain”  - learnin’  
about God the cowboy way. 

      The nursery overflows with 
babies, fresh and untouched, 
ready for God’s imprint on their 
lives. 

      Summer Networkers are 
speaking into kids’  lives with 
tons of midweek activities and 
relationship-building. They are 
doing a great job teaching Sun-
day school and leading summer 
Bubble Studies. 

     What’s ahead for families? 
There are two exciting ministries 
for you to put on your calendar. 
AWANA sign ups begin mid-
August for all children 3-years-
old through sixth grade. Plan to 
bring your children to this fast-
paced, Bible-based club on 
Wednesday nights starting Sept. 
20. 

      Also coming in August, the 
return of From Frenzy to Focus, 
fearless parenting in today’s 
world. Beginning Aug. 6, in 
Room 101, we will tackle three 
milestones in family life - enter-
ing kindergarten, entering mid-
dle school, and how to lead your 
child into relationship with 
Christ. 

      We will then take eight 
weeks for a biblical look at par-
enting through a book/video se-
ries entitled Parenting is Heart 
Work.  Because God has a heart-
based approach to working with 
people, there are valuable truths 
we can learn that will change our 
strategies for and approaches to 
parenting. 

     Two wonderful new opportu-
nities this fall! Join us as we join 
God in changing the hearts of 
our children through AWANA 
and through a powerful parent-
ing series.  

Treasures from the Chest             By Corr ie Sands and Marcie York 
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       I read a series of books 
called The Red Rock Mysteries 
by Jerry B. Jenkins and Chris 
Fabry.  This series is about 
twins, Ashley and Bryce Tim-
berline, 13-year-old kids who 
solve mysteries.   

       Ashley and Bryce ride 
ATVs, visit haunted houses, 
take care of exotic animals, get 
blamed for some of the crimes 
they are trying to solve and get 
scared out of their wits.  

       There are eight books in 
this series, all of which I have 
read and are in the church li-
brary.             

     They are great books that 
sometimes leave you hanging, 
so I suggest you check out two 
books at a time.  

       My mom has also read this 
series and loves them, too. So, 
don’ t walk, but run to the 
church library to check out 
these books! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Book Review 
By Stephen Goodale 

Babies Everywhere! 
 
     We are delighted to 
have so many new babies 
at church! 

     However, we want to 
make sure you are well 
cared for when your new 
bundle arrives. 

     To that end, please fol-
low the following proce-
dure.  Call Cheryl Eaker at 
485-6460 once your baby 
arrives and she will put 
everything in motion so 
that we will set up a rose 
on the chancel, an an-
nouncement in church, 
and meals for your family. 

  Promotion Sunday 
will be Aug. 27 for all 
children 2 years old 
through elementary 
school age. 

     Please look for the 
table on the lawn that 
day and register your 
children for the appro-
priate grade and class. 

     Thanks! 

       Westminster Presbyte-
rian, 50 E. Santa Ana Ave. at 
Thorne Avenue, invites you 
to attend the Jews for Jesus 
Liberated Wailing Wall 
presentation at 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, Aug. 17. 

       According to Jews for 
Jesus, “Our Jewish gospel 
music and drama express 
the thrill we feel in knowing 
the Messiah Jesus as well as 
the love that compels us to 
tell others.”    

     A freewill offering will 
be accepted.  Please call 
226-8300 for more informa-
tion. 

 
 

A Special 
Invitation 



 

 

Deadline Information 
  The deadline for  the September  

issue of The Challenger is Fr iday, 
Aug. 25  at 5 p.m.  It will be mailed out 
Sept. 7.  Please submit articles to 
Daphne Saul (252-4064), daph-
ne4926@sbcglobal.net , or leave in 
newsletter box in office.                                                 
      The deadline for  “ A Place for  
You”  is each Monday at 5 p.m.  Please 
submit announcements to Cheryl Eaker 
(485-6460), via email at 
ceaker@fpcfresno.org. 
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