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Liz Barron— gram that invested so much in her. [{¢# 1 Jeffrey

Junior High One of her hopes for the future is tojg= " Lusk—

Liz grew up in  travel and minister in Asia. Karen & Junior

a Chicago says she has a heart for Asian cul- High

suburb, but tures and is inspired by the work of Jeffrey was

now lives just  Mother Theresa. {born in

outside Indi- ~ Mountain

anapolis, Indi- Amy { View, Cali-

ana with her Coombs— fornia, but

parents and Primaries/ has called

younger Juniors Fresno home for most of his life.
brother. She recently completed her Amy is He graduated from McLane High
junior year at Taylor University originally School and is now pursuing a Math
where she is majoring in Christian from Madi-  degree at Fresno State after playing
Educational Ministries. One of her sonville, two years of baseball for Ohlone
goals is to be able to answer the Kentucky, College in Fremont. Jeffrey loves
question “Beach or mountains?” by and has flying as well, and hopes to be-

finally visiting them both. Liz said
she has heard great things about
each and hopes to check them out
for herself soon. This summer Liz
is looking forward to meeting many
new people, visiting new places,
and watching how God will work in
and through her.

Karen
Blumer—
Primaries/
Juniors
Karen grew
up attending
First Pres
with her
family

(Parents,
John and Kathy Blumer, and broth-
ers James and David) and just fin-
ished her junior year at Azusa Pa-
cific University where she studies
psychology. As a child, Karen
loved spending time with her net-
workers and is excited about the
opportunity to give back to the pro-

been living in Fresno for the past
year ministering with Bethany In-
ner City Church. She recently
graduated from Campbellsville
University in Kentucky with a de-
gree in Educational Ministries and
hopes to work one day in a ministry
that promotes healthy self worth
and character development for
women and girls. Amy is looking
forward to building relationships
with the children of this church and
allowing the Lord to take her out of
her comfort zone to teach her new
and exciting things about her rela-
tionship with Him.

come a pilot someday. He is look-
ing forward to meeting new people
at First Pres and seeing what God
has in store for him this summer.

B Amelia
Miller —
High
School
Amelia has
| called
N Fresno
home since
11998 and
: has attended

First Pres with her parents, Ted and
Diane Miller, since she was 12.
Amelia graduated from Bullard
High School and has spent the past
four years attending Baylor Univer-
sity in Waco Texas where she
graduated with a B.A. in Religion
this May. While at Baylor she at-
tended Redeemer Presbyterian
Church, and was very involved in
on-campus programs, including

(Continued on page 2)



Networkers: Continued from Page 1

taking care of Baylor’s live mas- Indiana, where she studies Chris-
cots, bears! She loves to travel, ex- tian Educational Ministries. Emily
perience new things, and spend is looking forward to getting to

time with people. Amelia is excited know the First Pres staff and the
to return home this summer and congregation, not to mention the
reconnect with the First Pres fam-  opportunity to see California! She

ily. enjoys playing the piano, traveling,
reading, and working in ministry
Kate for children and youth. One of
Oswald — Emily’s life goals is to spend time
High School working with orphans in Africa.
Kate was
raised in Tyler Ruiz
New Provi- Tyler grew
dence, New up in Fresno
Jersey, less and First
than a half an Pres with
hour from his parents
New York Mark and
City. One of Sandy and
four children, she grew up as an brothers
active participant in sports and her Daniel and
church youth group. After graduat- Drew. He
ing from high school, Kate spent a graduated

year with Adventures in Missions  from Clovis West High School and
in Matamoros, Mexico. She then is pursuing a degree in Math from
began attending Calvin College in  Fresno State. He hopes to become ¢
Grand Rapids, Michigan where she high school math teacher. Tyler
studies psychology and religion. loves the outdoors, playing guitar, g
She plans to graduate this Decem- and participating in sports. This

ber. One of Kate’s dreams is to be summer, he is looking forward to
fluent in another language. She is  building relationships with both theg

looking forward to learning from First Pres students and his fellow
the First Pres community and serv- networkers, while also growing in
ing Christ in a new place. his relationship with Christ.
Emil I .
rausch— I The Reeves Family
Primaries/ | | eadership Training
Juniors :
Emily Scholarship
comes to us
all the way Purpose:
from Lafay- The Reeves Family Leadership
ette, Indiana.l|| Training Scholarship is established
She is the to enable a young lay person in his/
oldest of her pursuit of further training, spe-

four children lll cifically in the area of lay leadership.

and recently completed her junior

year at Taylor University, also in ||| Sversight:

The oversight of this scholarship will

be a joint venture of Christian Eduffp-

tion and Missions.

Administration:
This team has not been developed
but will comprise three lay leaders
and the director of missions and

* minister/director of college age

youth.

Beneficiaries:

The number of people who will be
able to use this scholarship will de
pend upon the amount in the fund
and will be determined by the indi
viduals administrating the fund.

Funds:

This scholarship will be funded by
private individuals who desire to dgfs-
ignate their gifts to leadership trai

ing in honor of the legacy left by th#



Making It Stick & ()

Recently, our AWANA minis- cent possess a biblical worldview and attendance at church). These
try hosted “Ask the Pastor” night after high school. What happens to statistics have caused much soul
and | was once again struck by the our young adults, that so many fall searching in church leaders since
honesty and depth of the thinking away, and how does the local then.
of children. The pastoral staff church insure that childhood faith The results of the AWANA sur-

fielded questions such as, “Why and behaviors will stick into adult- vey stand in sharp contrast to the
does God never have an end or ahood? Gallup study, with AWANA
beginning?” “How old are God, alumni scoring consistently above
Jesus and the Holy Spirit?” “Are 90 percent in every area of belief
there more people in heaven or c and spiritual disciplines. Hallelujah
earth?” for this hopeful trend in our youth!
What a treasure we have in thi In the Gallup study, the average
“next generation,” as Scripture re person who attends the Protestant
fers to them! Psalm 22:31 state church scored from 60 to 70 per-
that God has called future gener: cent in every area, dropping down
tions to “proclaim His righteous- to 50 percent in some areas of spiri-
ness.” tual disciplines.
The charge to the Body of The survey is available online
Christ is to prepare each succeeding by going to the AWANA website,
generation to do so, and that charge AWANA.org. Click on the Modern
is clearly laid out in Psalm 78:4-7; response Day Joseph Initiative and scroll
“...we will tell the next generation to these statistics down to “free tools and resources.”
the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord, the AWANA ministry AWANA is committed to pro-
His power, and the wonders He hasasked the same questions. They de-ducing disciples who enter adult-
done...so the next generation cided to assess the success of theihood prepared to know, love and
would know them, even the chil- ministry in shepherding children follow Christ for life! The alumni
dren yet to be born, and they in turn and youth into a faith that endures surveyed in this study have no
would tell their children. Then they and strengthens in adulthood. doubts that God exists, that Jesus is
would put their trust in God and In 2007 an independent re- the Son of God, and that the Bible
would not forget His deeds but search firm conducted a nation is true and accurate. They are com-
would keep His commands.” wide survey of 721 AWANA mitted to a local church, read their
There is to be a seamless trans-alumni between the ages of 19 andBibles and pray consistently. They
fer of truth which is passed down 32. Each person had participated inparticipate in service to the church
from generation to generation, with AWANA for six to ten years, and and community and give regularly.
the resulting spiritual character de- earned awards for completion of One of the most significant re-
scribed in verse 7. Each generationcurriculum, scripture knowledge, sults of this survey is that only 1.8
will have an unwavering trust in and consistent attendance. percent no longer belonged to a lo-
God, coupled with not forgetting Alumni were asked the same cal church. Does that make your
His deeds, while keeping His com- questions posed in a 2005 Gallup heart sing? It does mine! We can be
mands. If the Church today is doing study for Baylor University, which a “Psalm 78" church, producing
its job of passing on this heritage, measured the religious beliefs and strong disciples who will boldly
why do an appalling number of faith-driven behaviors of Protes- proclaim Christin the Zicentury.
Christians lose their faith when tants and the general U.S. popula-  Your Christian Education team
they complete high school? tion. This benchmark study re- is committed to moving children
According to Josh McDowell vealed a tepid American church and youth along an intentional path
Ministry, denominations are seeing which was lukewarm in regards to of evangelism and discipleship
between 69 to 94 percent of teensbelief systems (trusting in the exis- throughout their formative years.
leave the church after high school tence of God, the deity of Christ Pray with us as we seek God's
graduation. According to George and truth of Scripture) and spiritual heart and mind, and come join us in
Barna research, only 10 to 15 per-disciplines (Bible reading, prayer this exciting call!



Why We Fell in Love with the Church Family Camping Trip
& & *

My husband, Jim, started taking Camp has a list of cabins available ally hot enough in Fresno to really
me camping after we got married, to rent, so you can take off from the appreciate the cool Sierra for a
but we did not attend our first group at night if you want! weekend!
church family camping trip until the We also like the group trip be- We hope you can join us for this
summer of 1996, when our daughter cause it's a great introduction to year's trip. We were able to reserve
Sara (now 13) was 6 months old. camping for novices. When Jim first Aspen Hollow for the last weekend
We found out that first time that started taking me camping, | didn't in July, starting Friday July 24 and
there are a number of reasons to enknow what to pack and was always continuing through Sunday July 26.
joy the weekend, and we've been figuring out too late what | had for- Watch for the sign-up table starting
back as often as possible since then. gotten. But with the church camp- July 12.

The best reason to go is the un-ing trip, the committee brings all the Aspen Hollow Campground is
interrupted time with other families food and cooking gear, and provides somewhat wheelchair-accessible. It
from church. It's hard to get ac- a checklist for individual families of has paved walkways to accessible
quainted when the only time you see what to bring. This makes the trip outhouses, and spaces at the end of
each other is Sunday morning, but the least scary way to start camping. picnic tables. However, the eating/
when it's the whole stretch from Fri- And yes, we like it because it is gathering area is on dirt down a
day evening to Sunday morning, you camping— it is sort of fun to go short but steep hill from the pave-
can have real conversations. (And without showers (except for swim- ment, so a mobility-impaired person
when you have an infant, the people ming in the lake) for a day or so, and would need a little help.
who enjoy holding babies borrow to use a clean and non-smelly out- The cost has not been set yet,
yours— we only saw Sara that first house. Plus, you appreciate indoorbut should continue to be under
trip when she needed something!)  plumbing when you get home! $100 per family, as all we need to do

Another reason to enjoy the trip It's fun to let your kids get as is cover the cost of the campground
is the location. Aspen Hollow dirty as they want to. It's fun to and the food. Jim and | are chairing
Campground near Hume Lake is at sleep in a tent (as long as you're notthe committee, so feel free to call me
the end of a road all by itself, so the too uncomfortable— nice sleeping (313-8453) or Jim (313-8452) if you
kids who are old enough to run pads and warm enough sleepinghave any questions.
around can be allowed to do so with- bags really help with that).
out supervision. With no traffic to It's fun to eat all your meals at
get in the way, the kids can also ride picnic tables outside.
their bikes around the paved loop. It's fun to sit around a

The location is good for a re- campfire talking, and watch-
laxed schedule too— it's two hours ing the stars come out in a sky
from Fresno, so everyone can makeso much darker than in town.
it before dark, even if they can't get And it's fun to need a lantern
there in time for the Friday supper. in the evening to sit at one of
On Saturday, many people go to thethe picnic tables and play a
lake to fish, or take out their kayaks, board game or cards, and a
or spend the day at the beach. Oth-flashlight to get back to your
ers find a good trailhead not too far tent at night.
away and go on a day hike. A few The weather is normally
stay in the campground and relax. dry, cool enough at night for
Then on Sunday the group has aheavy jackets and jeans, and
church service in the morning, and warm enough in the daytime
families can be home by early after- to want shorts or a swimsuit,
noon if they want. along with sunscreen and a

Finally, Aspen Hollow is even hat. And it's so late in the
good for those who want to sleep season that you normally
indoors on a bed and have a showerdon't heed much bug repel-
available. Hume Lake Christian lent. The end of July is usu-



Reformation and Music Tour & +

This is a rare opportunity for tour group that has led many tours
EVERYONE in our church - not and comes highly recommended.
just “Chancel Choir” members. Current cost estimates from them
You need not be a part of the Sun-are about $3,100 for a 12-day trip.
day morning choir. We realize this is quite ad-
Anyone attending First Pres of vanced notice, yet we want to leave
high school age and up will be con- ample time for people to plan
sidered. If there are certain sec-ahead. This gives everyone enough
tions of the choir that are under- time to plan vacation time and save
You are invited to join an excit- represented we may ask Christianup for the trip. We have begun
ing choir opportunity to visit Ger- singers from the community to join fundraising to help offset the cost
many, the Czech Republic, and our team to balance each section ofof the trip.
Austria in the summer of 2010. the choir. Our goal is to have a
We will tour areas related to the choir of 30-35 voices with no more
Reformation and perform music in than 49 people total. Are spouses
beautiful churches and cathedrals. welcome? Yes they are!
Some highlights include a visit Rehearsals will take place in
to the church that Luther nailed his the spring of 2010 after Easter in
95 “Theses” to the door in 1517, the late afternoon on Sundays (4 to
where Handel composed 6 p.m. for example). Thus, those
“Messiah,” and the cities of Leip- attending either Sunday morning
zig, Berlin, Prague, and Salzburg. service will be able to participate.
We will also present five concerts The tour is being organized by
in various cities. Music Celebrations International, a

Deacons’ Cornerg "

Ted Kaiser is yet another one to New Guineg, from the Thrift Shop
of our S.T.A.R.S. (Seniors That the Philippines (1968-1990). For many
Are Really Special). We have been and Japan. Fol- 1 years Ted and his family
celebrating our S.T.A.R.S. in re- lowing World Celebrating p lived on Glenn Avenue,
cent articles from the Deacons’ War Il, Ted our S.T.AR.S. just two blocks from the
Corner. worked for the church.

Ted has been a member of ourSan  Joaquip 4 After a number of
church for more then sixty years. Bakery Com; . years living at Hope
He was born in Visalia, one of nine pany, Rainbow v Manor, Ted now lives at
children, and his family moved to Bread, for the Hillcrest Golden Liv-
Fresno in 1925. twenty-five years. ing Center. Ted likes to tell jokes

Ted attended Fresno Technical For many years Ted was the or listen to others tell jokes. He has
High School and graduated from church’s gardener. He also parkedheard a lot of them in his 93 years.
Roosevelt High. Ted married Jewel his pick-up truck at the church He likes to play bingo and one
Cooke in 1942, and they had two parking lot to collect newspapers day was the winner of five games.
daughters. which he sold to a recycle company Ted also is an avid reader and re-

In 1943 Ted entered the U.S. to raise money for mission projects. cently read 10 books in 12 days.
Army to “see the world!” That ad- Another of Ted’s services to He still loves First Pres and has
venture took him to Arkansas, his Lord and our church was use of many friends here but also enjoys
Texas and Wyoming, and then on his truck to make deliveries to and worshiping at Hillcrest.



The deadline for the July/
August Challenger is Friday,
June 19 at 5 p.mIt will be mailed
out on July 1. Please contact
Daphne Saul at, 252-4064 or
daphne4926@sbcglobal.n¥ou
may also leave articles in the new
letter box in the church office.

The deadline for “A Place for
You” is each Monday at 5 p.m.
Please submit announcements to
Cheryl Eaker at 485-6460 or
staff@fpcfresno.or@nd put Cheryl
Eaker’s name in the subject box.
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Inside the Challenger

- Networkers

- Keeping Kids In Church
- Camping Opportunity

“ Invitation:Trip to Europe

~ Celebrate our S.T.A.R.S.

$%

&

Vi i€i )i %.i
“(-- TO%
11" -

CECT %

i
2) . %$ i#i



