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WHAT IS SO GREAT ABOUT CHRISTIANITY? 
By Jamie Evans 

Intuitively many of us have 
known that Christianity has 
blessed the modern world with 
innumerable insights, concepts of 
value and freedom, and has tamed 
the crueler aftermath of Greek and 
Roman paganism. But where do 
we go to find a book that compiled 
these great gifts of the faith to this 
hungry world? Who would articu-
late them in a readily available 
form that all of us could use in our 
evangelism efforts? 

For example, Arno Penzias is a 
Nobel Prize winning astronomer. 
He discovered that there is a mas-
sive radiation echo in the universe, 
the results of an explosion eons 
ago that began this universe from 
nothing. This “Big Bang” which 
he helped examine and describe 
was predicted, he said, in an an-
cient book, the Bible. He said, 
“The best data we have are exactly 
what I would have predicted had I 
nothing to go on but the first five 
books of Moses (The Torah), the 
Book of Psalms and the Bible as a 
whole.” 

So begins the wonderful new 
book written by Dinesh D’Souza, 
What Is So Great About Christian-

ity? D’Souza goes on to say that 
astronomer Robert Jastrow con-
cludes that by surveying the evi-
dence in creation as to how the 
universe was formed he is re-
minded of a scientist who had 
scaled the mountains of igno-
rance and, through study, had 
arrived at the peak of knowledge, 
only to find a gang of theologi-
ans sitting at the summit for 
thousands of 
y e a r s .  S o 
strange, awe-
some and be-
yond the nor-
mative rules of 
science is this 
“Big Bang The-
ory” that Arthur 
E d d i n g t o n 
states that the 
causes must be supernatural. 

I have searched for a solid 
book that could equip our young 
and old alike to be better defend-
ers of the faith, one that incorpo-
rated the best of faith with the 
best of science and outlined in 
detail just how Christianity has 
had a positive impact on every-
thing from rights in freedom, 
women’s value, health care, to 
science in debate.  

We may at last have one easy 
to read yet satisfying book to fit 
this description. Not that I agree 
with everything in its pages, for 
it is tough on those of us who 
call ourselves “Intelligent De-
sign” theologians and those who 

believe in “Young Earth Crea-
tion,” yet the vast majority of 
D’Souza’s material is easily ar-
ticulated in apologetics defending 
core concepts of our beliefs. 

The book has yet to be pub-
lished, but soon we will have the 
opportunity to study it as a whole, 
both our leadership and our rank 
and file. I am very eager to have 
this as a resource for those who 

are called to wrestle with 
people who demean the 
faith as irrelevant and out- 
dated. Increasingly we see 
Christians desiring to pro-
mote the faith in an honest, 
scholarly and attractive 
fashion. This book by 
D’Souza may prove to be a 
treasure trove for us in our 
witnessing. 
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How Time Flies By Greg Ehlert 

Ten years ago this month my 
wife, Tanya, and I were married at 
First Pres. At this time, I find my-
self reflecting on what I’ve learned 
about marriage these past ten 
years, especially as I’m beginning 
to counsel “couples-to-be” before 
their wed-
dings. 

At its 
core, mar-
riage is a 
reflection 
of the 
heart of 
God. It is 
the most 
powerful 
institution 
God gave 
us to experience intimacy. Inti-
macy occurs when two people of-
fer themselves to one another time 
and again regardless of the trials, 
hurdles and difficulties that seek to 
destroy their connection.  

It’s counterintuitive to us in 
our culture, but it is in the very act 
of fully committing ourselves to 
the other in marriage that we ex-
perience the highest level of free-
dom. Our jobs, schools, neighbor-
hoods, cities, health or friendships 
with others might all change, but 
the commitment we have with our 
spouse remains intact.  

Because of the freedom and 
strength of the marriage covenant, 
it is the scenario God ordains as 
His ideal for creating and raising 
life. It is in the context of a loving, 
connected and committed mar-
riage that children thrive most. 

Marriage reflects God’s glory 
and is a training ground for Christ-
likeness. Married couples remain 
connected to each other in the 
midst of conflict, hurt and difficul-

ties. The truth of one another is 
embraced especially in the mo-
ments when that truth is painful. 
Marriage is truly a training 
ground for forgiveness and a 
place to discover more fully 
one’s belovedness in Christ. 

   The Church 
speaks often of 
unconditional 
love, and I have 
yet to find any 
other area of 
life that teaches 
the power of 
this kind of 
love than mar-
riage. Ephe-
sians 5 says 
that husbands 

are to love their wives as Christ 
loved the Church and that 
women are to respect their hus-
bands.  

Marriage is a gift from God 
that He uses to reveal to His chil-
dren and the world the amazing 
truth that we are loved in spite of 
our brokenness. Forgiveness, hu-
mility and contriteness of heart 
are high on God’s kingdom 
agenda.  

It is in marriage that we dis-
cover God’s unwavering com-
mitment to us as His Church and 
have the opportunity to reflect 
that love to a world that desper-
ately needs God’s healing touch.  

God’s greatest command is to 
love Him with everything we are 
and our neighbors as ourselves. It 
is by God’s power, grace and 
mercy that we learn to love as He 
does. In a world that wonders 
whether there is any such thing 
as unconditional love, godly 
marriages are opportunities to 
reflect the heart of God. 

Fresno is the only town I know 
that has “U Turn Only” signs 
posted at intersections around town. 
You line up in a left-turn lane with 
a left-turn light, only there’s no 
road for the left turn! So your only 
choice is to make a U turn. 

On Sunday, June 24, Pastor Ja-
mie challenged the congregation in 
a similar way. First he pointed out 
what a good man and spiritual 
leader John the Baptist was. Then 
Jamie reminded us that Jesus Christ 
said that John, the greatest man ever 
born of woman, was also the least 
person in the Kingdom of Heaven.  

Like John the Baptist, many 
seek reform for themselves and so-
ciety, looking to change directions 
at critical intersections of their 
lives. Perhaps they were hoping to 
turn left or right, and ended up in 
one of these U-turn-only lanes. 
Maybe you are in one of these lanes 
right now. 

If so, you are right where Jesus 
wants you! The transformation of 
yourself and society into God’s 
coming kingdom cannot come from 
self-
imposed 
reform, but 
only from 
metanoia – 
a repen-
tance from 
you and a 
rebirth 
from Jesus 
that leads to 
a com-
pletely op-
posite way of thinking.  

Jesus challenges us to do a U 
turn in our lives and give up control 
to Him – that is the only way He 

(Continued on page 3) 

God Takes Us In A 
New Direction  
By Walter Saul 
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 Sixteen Weeks of Adventure By Terry 

Tuesday evenings starting Au-
gust 21, a group of folks are going 
to gather at New Covenant 
Church. They’ll come from differ-
ent churches, come for different 
reasons and come with different 
experiences. They’ll be taking a 
course that God has been using in 
wonderful ways since the US Cen-
ter for World Mission developed 
it.   

It’s called Perspectives on the 
World Christian Movement. It’s 
Bible and history and culture and 
strategy all wrapped up in one 
great learning adventure. I invite 
you to consider putting yourself in 
the midst of that group of folks 
who will gather in August and 
begin the adventure.   

You’ll find the official flyer 
for our area’s course in our nar-
thex or on our website. But here’s 
some information from that flyer:  
 

DISCOVER THE COURSE 
HE HAS CHARTED 

We’re offering you an oppor-
tunity to learn about God’s inten-
tions and actions in the world 
through Perspectives On the 
World Christian Movement. Per-
spectives is a dynamic, interna-
tionally respected 15-week study 
program developed by the U.S. 
Center for World Mission.  

It has been offered worldwide, 
with over 70,000 graduates. Per-
spectives provides a single, com-

prehensive source of information on 
the unfinished task of world evan-
gelization. You cannot find this in-
formation in a newspaper, library, 
Sunday school class, or even on 
many Christian College campuses.  

Each week a different speaker 
will enlighten you, and you will be 
motivated to examine your perspec-
tive in several ways: 
 
BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE 
Understand the Bible as one book 
with one major theme with practical 
implications for your life. 
 
HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE 
Discover how God has been work-
ing through history to accomplish 
His ultimate purpose. 
 
CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE 
Learn how to recognize and over-
come barriers to cross-cultural com-
munication. Learn how to serve ef-
fectively and pray insightfully for 
all people. 
 
STRATEGIC PERSPECTIVE 
Discover how God is achieving His 
plan for world evangelization. See 
how your gifts and resources can be 
strategically used within God’s 
plan. 
 
Are you ready for this adventure?  

can be our Lord. Once we do that U 
turn, we need to surrender the keys 
and the steering wheel of our lives 
over to Him. 

I have learned afresh that I am 
not always ready to do that! There 
are still areas of my life that I think 
I have pretty well under my control. 
There are many in the congregation 
of First Pres who feel the same 
way.  

But, on June 24, as Jamie in-
vited the congregation into a new 
rebirth, there were a few who 
looked him in the eye and said 
“yes.” In obedience to Jesus Christ, 
they made that U turn. I, for one, 
am eager to join them in their new 
direction. How about you? 

New Direction: (Continued from page 2) 
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On Saturday, August 11 start-
ing at 3 PM, Calvin Crest is hold-
ing a Food Faire and Silent Auc-
tion. The event begins with a wor-
ship service led by the Calvin Crest 
summer staff. The money raised 
will provide camperships so more 
children can experience God’s 
grace and love on the mountain. 
This is also a time to fellowship 
with the summer staff. 

You can help in three ways. 
First, attend the event at Calvin 
Crest. Come and hear what great 
things God does each summer.  

Second, you can donate an 
item to our silent auction. Contact 
the church for a list of ideas or be 
creative. Donations must be at 
camp by August 5. 

Third, you can help staff the 
event. Marci Haas needs to know 
by July 25 if you wish to volunteer. 
Contact Marci Haas at 559-322-
6260 for more information or to 
volunteer. 
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Azusa Pacific Mission Trip By Allison 

 

Allison Glaspey, a member of First 
Pres and a Networker, wrote this 
while on a mission trip to Idaho 
and  Utah. 
 
Dear Friends and Family,  
 

It has been a week since I was 
in Utah and I am already wishing I 
was back there. I want to thank 
you for your prayers and support 
for my missions trip. This year I 
have experienced the power of 
prayer through people at home 
praying, my teammates praying 
with me, and through my own 
prayers. I am excited to share with 
you what the Lord has done and is 
continuing to do year after year in 

Utah. 
As this has been my second 

year going on this mission trip 
with APU, I have continued to 
learn and be challenged in my 
faith. God’s presence was evi-
dent, and even when I felt that I 
had so much more to learn and 
that I was inadequate, God 
showed me that He wanted to use 
me. My relationship with the 
Lord has grown deeper and more 
authentic. God has shown me 
how to be strong and humble in 
my weakness. I have also seen a 
piece of God’s heart and how it 
is broken for those who do not 
know Him.  

It is hard to look into the eyes 
and hear the stories of those who 

truly believe that they know the 
truth, but in reality they are being 
deceived. Utah is a broken place, 
in desperate need of the Savior. 
On this mission trip we worked 
with several Evangelical Christian 
Churches, encouraging them and 
perhaps walking away even more 
encouraged by their faith and testi-
monies. In addition, we worked 
with Standing Together Ministries, 
which seeks to form relationships 
with the LDS, break misconcep-
tions and the chasms that have 
been formed between LDS and 
Evangelicals, and speak truth 
through having inter-faith dia-
logues. This year I valued recon-
necting with LDS friends that I 
met last year as well as forming 
new friendships.  

In addition, this was the first 
year that we were invited to come 
to Idaho. Many of us were also 
anxious going to Idaho because we 
heard that we would be staying in 
an apartment with BYU Idaho stu-
dents, which we had never done 
before.  

I stayed with six girls and after 
a tour around town, two of the 
girls stayed up with me until 3:30 
AM discussing the LDS faith and 
Evangelical Christianity. This was 
clearly the divine appointment that 
I had been praying for and I was 
challenged as I was the only Evan-
gelical Christian present. I repre-
sented Christ and was constantly 
in prayer, praying that my words 
would be Christ’s and not mine. 
Kari, Kelli, and I became close 
friends and our conversations con-
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tinued throughout the next day 
when we served at Deseret Indus-
tries and dialogued with six BYU 
Idaho professors. 

My team later traveled to Salt 
Lake City, Utah, where we stayed 
at Salt Lake Christian Center. We 
toured Temple Square and the 
LDS History Museum. We had 
lunch with Elder Clayton, a Gen-
eral Authority and member of the 
First Quorum of the Seventy. We 
went to the Orem Institute adja-
cent to Utah Valley State College 
and attended several classes.  

The last few days were spent at 
Brigham Young University in 
Utah. We met with Greg Johnson, 
founder of Standing Together, and 
Bob Millet, well known professor 
at BYU Utah, and heard them 
speak. We also learned about the 

history of Evangelical Christianity 
from Dr. Ockholm, theology pro-
fessor at APU, and about LDS his-
tory from Professor Fluman, of 
BYU Utah. Then we broke into 

groups with the BYU students 
and dialogued. The next day we 
did a service project with the 
Dream Center in Utah. We 
worked with an elementary 
school, which in that area has 
refugees from 91 countries, with 
94 different languages repre-
sented. I played with two of the 
cutest kindergarteners who were 
both from Somalia. At night, we 
had a campfire with the BYU 
Utah students and our dialogues 
continued.  

God is so faithful and con-

tinually proves to be true when I 
ask questions. I am thankful to 
know the God who loves me un-
conditionally, gives me grace 
that I do not have to and could 
never earn, is unchanging 
throughout history, is tangible, is 
ever present, loves the least of 
these, and uses small people to 
expand His kingdom.  

I was one of those small peo-
ple. At times I felt hopeless be-
cause this ministry is one where 
you rarely see immediate fruit of 
your labor. Regardless of my 

feelings, I know that there is hope 
in the God who is more powerful 
than I could ever know, powerful 
enough to help the LDS see Him 
and turn their hearts to Him. I in-
vite you to continue to pray for my 
team, the people that I met, the 
Evangelical Christian Churches in 
Utah and Idaho, and for God’s 
Kingdom to expand. This trip was 

not just during one week of my 
life; instead it will be a lifelong 
ministry. If you would like to hear 
more about my trip I would be 
honored to share with you. 
 
With love and thanksgiving be-
cause my Savior lives, 
 
Allison Glaspey 
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 The deadline for the August 

Challenger is July 20 at 5:00 p.m. 
It will be mailed out August 2. 
Please submit articles to: Daphne 
Saul daphne4926@sbcglobal.net, 
(252-4064) or leave in newsletter 
box in church office.  

The deadline for “A Place for 
You” is each Monday at 5 p.m. 
Please submit announcements to: 
Cheryl Eaker (485-6460) or 
staff@fpcfresno.org.  
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Rev. James Evans, Senior Pastor 
Rev. David Abdo, Executive Pastor 
Rev. Lana Roberts, Associate Pastor 
Rev Paul Armstrong, Pastor to the Congregation 
Rev. Thomas Parsons, Pastor Emeritus 
 
Craig Blodgett, Assistant Youth Director 
Dr. Julie Carter , Coordinator, Worship & Music 
Greg Ehlert, Youth Director 
Susan Glover, Administrator 
Terry Jaurena, Mission Director 
Corrie Sands, Birth-Pre K Children’s Director 
Marcie York, K-6 Children’s Director 
      If you wish to e-mail any of the staff, please 
send your e-mails to staff@fpcfresno.org, and 
include the staff member’s name in the subject line, 
and it will be forwarded to the appropriate person.  
Thank you.  
Newsletter Staff: 
Editor: Daphne Saul, daphne4926@sbcglobal.net  
Editorial Board: Karin Cook, David Kimball, Paula 
Lloyd and Bobbye Temple 
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NEW BABY 
 

Liliana Rose Heimbuck 

born June 27, 2007 

Parents: Greg and Tammy 
Heimbuck of Colorado 
Springs 

 Grandparents:Charlie and 
Sharon Shulerand andKeith 
and Jeannie Heimbuck.  

Congratulations to All!  

New CD Available 
 

Bill Thornbury’s new CD, Torn 
Little Page, Is available in the 
church office. The CD contains 
ten original, inspiring songs 
from Bill’s heart. Come and get 
your copy now! 
 


