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Creating a Mosaic of Truth for the Next Generation by Marcie 

What is it like to be a child to-
day? How does this generation of 
children learn and grow in Amer-
ica’s mixed-up culture? In their 
world, digital imaging is replacing 
paper. There are more Palm Pilots 
on the market 
than Day Plan-
ners.  

Cell phones 
are a way of 
life, and do 
more than sim-
ply allow us to 
make mobile 
phone calls. They also beam tiny 
digital photographs, organize data 
and send e-mails.  

The internet is this generation’s 
primary source of socialization, via 
e-mail and instant messaging. Chil-
dren watch adults shop on the inter-
net, pay bills online, make travel 
arrangements, and check the 
weather and news. People surf the 
internet for music, catch up on cur-
rent trends through websites, and 
play games online.  

Students do research and turn in 
homework to teachers online, but 
only after sending it to websites that 
scan it for cheating and plagiarism. 
Today’s children have a cyberspace 
smorgasbord from which they draw 
information, gain insight, entertain 
themselves, communicate, and form 
life-long impressions. They will 
spend an average of eight hours a 
day engrossed in some type of me-
dia. 

This generation of children, 
known as the Mosaic Generation, 
was born between 1984 and 2002. 
From two years to twenty one years 

old, they are the largest generation 
in United States history and live in 
a society that places great value on 
them.  

However, adults can value 
them more for what they can do for 

society, rather 
than what soci-
ety can do for 
them. Market-
ing organiza-
tions, for in-
stance, value 
children for 
what they can 

do for consumerism, while govern-
ment institutions value children for 
the revenue they produce through 
taxes and funding. Even churches 
can fall into the trap of viewing 
children and ministry to them as 
“bait”  to draw adults into their fel-
lowship.  

In this subtle shift, more en-
ergy and resources are expended to 
create exciting programs which 
entice children back 
each week, leaving 
less energy and re-
sources for develop-
ing strong Bible- 
based programs. 
“Mosaics”  are living 
in a time of security 
because of the value 
society places upon 
them, but if their eco-
nomic and numerical worth takes 
precedence in the adult world, the 
nurture and development of the 
individual child may be lost. 

The Mosaic Generation’s life-
style is becoming more eclectic, 
characterized by their digitalized 

world. Theirs is a “cut and paste”  
life-processing environment, where 
bits and pieces of values and reli-
gious philosophy dot everything 
from their television shows to their 
video games and internet surfing.  

This constant barrage of discon-
nected ideology is causing them to 
think differently from previous gen-
erations. Information does not flow 
from point to point in a linear fash-
ion any longer. Their world is on 
fast-forward and they are forming 
life philosophies and choices at 
much earlier ages than preceding 
generations. 

Current research reveals that 
children have formed their world 
view and decided basic life issues 
by thirteen years of age. George Ba-
rna cites these statistics in his book, 
Transforming Children into Spiri-
tual Champions. Moral develop-
ment is set by age 9. Faith develop-
ment is set by age 12.Theological 

beliefs are set 
by age 13. 
What a chal-
lenge it is to 
reach these chil-
dren with the 
truth of God’s 
Word. It is an 
ex h i l ar at i ng 
time to minister 
to children. We 

must study them and their world in 
order to understand how they think 
and process information. It is time 
to seek God’s mind on the most 
powerful ways to bring them to Je-
sus and teach them to think and re-
spond biblically to their world. 
(See Mosaic Generation on page 2) 
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Barbara is also a busy retiree. 
She enjoys reading, music, garden-
ing, and has a new interest in quilt-
ing. When friends encouraged Bob 
and Barbara to visit First Pres, she 
immediately felt that God led them 
here. She enjoys singing in the 
choir.  

Peter  and Alice Witt 
Alice and Peter have five chil-

dren, Doug, Alec, Andrew, Eliza-
beth, and Joel. Doug, a Stanford 
graduate, now works in missions in 
China. Alec attends Clovis West 
High School, Andrew and Eliza-
beth attend Kastner, and Joel goes 
to Valley Oak. Alice is a clinical 
social worker, and Peter is a pedi-
atric plastic surgeon. Peter’s hob-
bies are Bible study, running, and 
travel, while Alice enjoys reading, 
cooking, and fitness. 

� 
 � � 
 �� � � � �� � � � � � � � � � �� � � � �� �

New Members Join First Presbyter ian  

Joanie Brackett 
Joanie, a senior at Fresno Pacific 

University, is majoring in Contem-
porary Christian Ministries and mi-
noring in Inter-cultural Studies.  She 
was invited to First Pres while in 
high school, and later served as re-
ceptionist and a youth intern for two 
years.  After graduation Joanie is 
looking for Christ’s direction in full-
time ministry.  She says that the 
people of First Pres have contributed 
greatly to the shaping of her life.  
Joanie’s interests include reading, 
running, hiking and boating. 

Bob and Barbara Wagnon 
Bob and Barbara have five chil-

dren, seven grandchildren, and one 
great-grandson. Bob worked for the 
Greyhound Corporation for 40 
years. He loves to travel and go on 
cruises. Furthermore, he enjoys 
woodworking, gardening, and read-
ing. Bob received Jesus as his Sav-
ior and was baptized at age 22. He 
appreciates the excellent, thoughtful 
sermons from all pastors at First 
Pres, as well as the quality music 
program. 

The Deacons would like to thank all of you who responded to our 
Harvest of Helpers questionnaire.  The number of volunteers has grown 
each of the last three years and your willingness to help is greatly appre-
ciated.  This service to our Lord through our church is a true expression 
of God©s calling each of us to be ministers to others. 

At the last Deacons meeting we observed that there is a need for a 
few used wheelchairs to add to the one we have available now.  We can 
always use more than one wheelchair so that we can lend to people in 
need outside the church grounds when necessary.  If you can supply a 
wheelchair , please call our church©s office at 485-6460 or Russ Mott at 
441-1115.  

Deacon’s Corner by Marjie Washburn  

And, what a treasure we have in 
these “Mosaics” ! George Barna 
states, “They are more numerous 
than the entire Hispanic and Afri-
can-American populations of the 
nation combined. They have more 
energy than a nuclear power plant 
and are as confounding as the fed-
eral budget. They have tastes as 
fluid as the Missouri River and 
dreams that will redefine the future. 
They are a marketer’s pot of gold at 
the end of the rainbow and the most 
lovable and frustrating beings in the 
life of every parent.”   

It is our privilege as a church to 
nurture them into strong 21st cen-
tury leaders who will proclaim 
God’s Truth to their peers. And it is 
our joy to partner with parents in 
the spiritual formation of this strate-
gic generation. 

Children’s Ministry is commit-
ted to seeking God’s heart on behalf 
of these children, knowing “ the 
plans of the Lord stand firm for-
ever, the purposes of his heart 
through all generations.”  (Psalm 
33:11) 

The challenge of reaching this 
generation is no match for the wis-
dom, creativity and love of our gra-
cious God. We wait expectantly for 
Him to guide us as we seek His 
highest and best for our children. 

(Mosaic Generation—from page 1) 
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The ALPHA Exper ience @ First Pres  
By Ed Swenson 

    Gap Ministries 
Christian In-Home 
Care is an organization that seeks to 
©stand in the gap© (Ez.22:30) for the 
frail elderly in our community, pro-
viding loving care in the name of 
Christ.  The goals of the ministry 
are not only to create an awareness 
of the responsibilities to care for 
seniors and identify needs, but also 
to enable and encourage Christians 
to respond.  We offer spiritual, so-
cial and creative outlets to those in 
nursing homes through our Chil-
dren©s Hours, Friendly Visitors and 
Birthday Card Ministries.  Our care 
givers assist the elderly at home 
with their nonmedical needs. 
    What a privilege it has been this 
past year as I began serving the 
Lord at Gap as Project Coordina-
tor.  How I look forward to meeting 
moms and kids at different nursing 
homes where we sing old hymns 
together with the residents.  When 
the children help the residents put 
together a scripture theme craft, or 
bake some old-fashioned snicker-
doodles, the residents© tender smiles, 
sparking eyes and expectant hearts 
are the blessings I receive.  A sweet 
hug or warm touch linger to bring 
me back again. 
    If you would like to learn more 
about this special outreach to sen-
iors, you are invited to Gap Minis-
tries© fundraiser special event.  We 
will present a Gospel Concert fea-
turing The Chordsmen, The Clovis 
Gospel Four, and Bob and Loretta 
Roberts here at First Pres on Tues-
day, March 15, at 7 pm.  Dessert 
will follow the performance.  Tick-
ets are $10.  Call Karen Shaver at 
the Gap Ministries office 222-6992 
or at home 226-7820. 

Gap Ministr ies 
Concer t  
by Karen The ALPHA Experi-

ence @ First Pres. offers a 
refuge from the pace and 
pressures of modern life. 
Among caring and think-
ing folks an opportunity is 
afforded to examine and 
articulate contemporary 
life conclusions in the con-
text of faith.  Over four 
million people worldwide 
have partaken of the AL-
PHA Experience.  ALPHA targets 
the interests of those who are inquir-
ing or relatively new to Christian 
faith. 
What is ALPHA?  
ANYONE INTERESTED in finding 

out more about the Christian faith 
is welcome. 

LEARNING & LAUGHTER.  It is 
possible to learn about faith and 
have fun at the same time. 

PASTRY & COFFEE.  Easting to-
gether gives people opportunity to 
get to know each other. 

HELPING ONE ANOTHER.  The 
small groups give people a chance 
to discuss issues raised as they 
learn together. 

ASK ANYTHING.  ALPHA is a 
place where no question is re-
garded as too simple or too hostile. 

The Format of ALPHA 
Alpha mirrors the Socratic style 

with relevant topics presented and 
followed by moderated, open discus-
sion in congenial small groups.  Key 
issues of public and private life are 
explored to spur deeper reflection 
and appraisal in the small group dis-
cussion.  Pastors Jamie Evans, David 
Abdo, and Tom Parsons, along with 
Ed Swenson and others, will present 
the talks, relating biblical truth to 
contemporary questions and personal 
issues. 
When is ALPHA? 

We invite you to set apart Sun-
day morning from 9:45 through 

12:00 Noon April 3 through 
June 19 for  a relaxed, non-
threatening time of coffee, 
tasty and healthy food, and 
the ALPHA experience @ 
First Pres.  We will begin 
with an Introductory Dinner 
on Friday, April 1, at 6:30 
p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  
After a leisurely meal and 
some fun (it’s April Fools 
Day!) we will introduce AL-

PHA and hear a talk “Christian 
Faith: Boring, Untrue, and Irrele-
vant?”   This is an ideal time to in-
troduce a friend to ALPHA.  Din-
ner is free. For reservations please 
be sure to call the church office. 

Be sure to spread the word to 
people you know would enjoy ex-
ploring Christian faith in a relaxed, 
congenial atmosphere. 
Topics ALPHA addresses 

Is the Christian faith boring, 
untrue and irrelevant? Who is Je-
sus?  Why did He die? How can I 
be sure of my faith? How should I 
read the Bible? What is prayer and 
how should I pray? Does God 
guide us?  How? Who is the Holy 
Spirit and what does He do? How 
can I be filled with the Holy Spirit? 
How can evil be resisted? Does 
God heal today? What about the 
Church? How can I make the most 
of the rest of my life? 
The Difference ALPHA Makes 

Mark Gray, an analyst, re-
flected about his ALPHA experi-
ence: "When I first heard about 
ALPHA I was at a stage where I 
was searching for something ©out 
there.© I really needed to ask ques-
tions and not feel like I was getting 
a hard-sell pitched at me.  Now I 
perceive things differently and just 
feel so at peace.  I have met a won-
derful bunch of new friends." 

Alpha USA 



Portions of Lowell and Jefferson 
neighborhoods have begun to gentrify 
as downtown renewal takes hold. 
With this has come a rise in property 
rents and thus pressure on long -  
standing ministries that must lease 
their space for their Sunday services. 
One of these is the Bethany Church, a 
portion of World Impact Ministry 
sister churches, led by Pastor Jona-
than Villalobos, his wife Rebecca 
who is in Senior Management at the 
IRS, and our own neighborhood nurse 
Nancy Donat.  

Due to this financial pressure the 
elders of our church have extended a 
very special invitation to Bethany 
Church. We have invited this small 
church, where about fifty members 
worship each Sunday, to come on 
campus and use our high school room 
for their church worship at 11:00 a.m. 
each Sunday. Bethany’s children’s 
program will use one of our Sunday 
School classrooms to conduct their 
own teaching time simultaneously 
with their worship service. 

The elders of our church 
have been discussing our pur-
pose as a downtown church. 
Here, we apparently have found 
one of our callings —  to be an 
umbrella organization for other 
viable ministries.  

This is parallel to our con-
tract and relationship with Hope 
Now For Youth. Though they 
are entirely separate organiza-
tions with different ministry agen-
das, yet we serve them as an um-
brella organization giving space, 
resources, volunteers, and the pro-
tection of prayer coverage as they 
do their exciting and needed labors.  

Thus our contract with Bethany 
is based on a similar contract with 
Hope Now for Youth. Our congrega-
tions will not merge, but we will 
serve their best ends as we can, and 
as we have the occasion welcome 
them warmly to our campus.  

Bethany is an ethnically  mixed 
church with an evangelical theol-
ogy, a strong outreach to the 

neighborhood, and a solid social 
agenda of discipleship into a lifestyle 
that thrives. Randy White is a great 
friend of the Bethany congregation. 
He has facilitated this new relation-
ship between us and them through his 
introductions and his confidence in 
Bethany’s credible ministries. 

We are now hosts to both Hope 
Now for Youth and Bethany Church. 
May the latter thrive as much as the 
former has done.  I believe we too 
will be the recipients of many grow-
ing lessons as we serve their best 
ends. 
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Bethany Church By Jamie Evans, Senior 

“The work I do is quiet and I 
like it that way.”   Audrey Deal is a 
soft-spoken woman and much of 
what she does around First Pres goes 
quietly unnoticed.  However, there 
is much wisdom behind her many 
years of service. 

Audrey has been attending 
First Pres since 1976 with an eight-
year hiatus when she and her hus-
band lived in Utah.  She has four 
children, Cherry Verway (married 
to John), Connie Pendleton, Paul 
(married to Laurie) and Michael 
(married to Diane); and four 
grandchildren, Marissa (eleventh-
grade), Emi ly (tenth-grade), 
Stephen (ninth-grade) and Andrea 
(eighth-grade). Cherry and Connie 
live in Fresno while Paul and Mi-
chael live in Santa Barbara.  Her 
late husband, Andrew, was an en-
tomologist with the University of 
California Cooperative Extension, 
helping farmers with their insect 
problems. 

Her areas of service have been 
quite varied over the years.  As a 

musician, she has played in the bell 
choir all her years at First Pres.  She 
absolutely loves it and even has her 
own two-octave set of Whitechapel 
handbells to practice with at home 
and do solo work.  She also sang in 
the choir for about nine years.   

Audrey is just starting her sec-
ond three-year term as a Deacon.  
She serves as secretary which in-
volves keeping and distributing min-
utes of the deacon meetings as well 
as helping plan agendas for the 
meetings.  She is also on the Memo-
rial Reception Committee. She loves 
serving as a deacon.  It’s a role 
where she can use a lot of her skills 
while directly helping people. 

That would probably be enough 
to keep most people busy, but Aud-

(Continued on page 5) 

“ Unsung Heroes”   Salutes Audrey Deal by Carol Valencia 
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Marriage  
Seminar 

Building A Success-
ful  Stepfamily is a 

seminar  to be presented by Ron L. 
Deal, Marriage and Family Thera-
pist and author of The Smart Step-
family: Seven Steps to a Healthy 
Family, June 10-11 at Northwest 
Church.  Ron Deal is Founder of 
Successful Stepfamilies, an organiza-
tion that empowers stepfamilies and 
equips churches for ministry.  The 
seminar is sponsored by the Mar-
riage Mentoring Ministries of 
Fresno. 
    Brochures are available in the 
narthex. Questions? Speak to Pastor 
Tom Parsons or Brian and Gail 
Stanhill (433-6400).  

A Gr ief Observed By Corrie Sands  

I have lived a life with very 
minimal bumps, with few things to 
look back on that cause me grief of 
any kind. As a result, I have not had 
to grapple with feelings of despair or 
loss, until recently. 

In November, I suffered a mis-
carriage.  When we went to our first 
doctor’s appointment, expecting to 
hear that wonderful, crackly whoosh-
ing sound from the doctor’s Doppler 
that indicated a healthy, beating 
heart, we did not anticipate what was 
to come.  The heartbeat was not 
found and I was sent to get an ultra-
sound.  When the technician put the 
sensor on my belly, instantly a pic-
ture came up that I will always wish I 
could forget.  It was a little, lifeless 
body at the bottom of the screen, 
with no heartbeat. I didn’ t know how 
to wrap my mind around the reality 
that the little life I looked so forward 
to welcoming into our family had 
ended.  Grief swept over me. 

The next few weeks brought 
many feelings that were really diffi-
cult to handle.  I was sad, angry, and 

frustrated.  I felt disbelief and even 
as though somehow I had failed.  
For awhile I couldn’ t really talk 
about it.  Then, I needed to talk.  
And that is when the body of Christ 
became real to me.  There are many 
strong women at our church who 
have been through very similar ex-
periences as mine.  I was privileged 
to have several of them relive their 
own personal sadness over their 
losses to help me process my own.  
Countless people called me, sent 
cards and approached me at church 
to let me know they stood by us in 
prayer as Jeff and I grieved the loss 
of our little one.  It was critical that 
I had others to identify with, ask 
questions of and look to as people 
who were able to move past intense 
grief and out of misery  

Needless to say, I learned many 
things, as we all do when we face 
adversity.  I would like to share a 
few with you.  The most valuable 
thing I learned was something I 
knew all along: God is incredibly 
gracious.  His grace was revealed in 

my husband, who was a pillar 
of strength when I was a heap 
of misery.  His grace  was evi-
dent in the people who asked 
me about how I was doing, at 

the risk of feeling 
awkward.  I saw His 

grace in the patience and kindness of 
the church staff as they walked with 
me through the grief process, and I 
experienced  His grace in the earnest 
prayers that were said by many of 
you. 

I also learned how to approach 
someone who is experiencing grief, 
which is something that has been 
difficult for me in the past. I learned, 
first, to ask how a grieving person is 
feeling, second, to  tell the grieving 
person that I will pray for him or her, 
and third, to  squash any urges I have 
to try to solve the grief or make it 
better. 

Thank you for being a living 
manifestation of the grace and love 
of our Lord to our family, First Pres-
byterian Church. 

rey also runs the tape ministry, 
copying worship service and Sunday 
school class tapes for those request-
ing them. She also serves on the 
Pastoral Care Committee, which 
provides confidential care under the 
direction of the pastors to members 
of the congregation when needs are 
too great for the deacons but acute 
pastoral care is not needed. 

Besides these jobs, Audrey is a 
member of the Presbytery Commit-
tee on Preparation for Ministry, 
which makes sure ministry candi-
dates meet requirements and get the 
support needed to complete their 
preparation. 

Her work for First Pres “ fulfills 
my life – it helps people and that’s 
what I like.  I would hate to sit home 

(Heroes— Continued from page 4) and do nothing.”   She also adds, 
“This is where the Lord wants me.  
I have felt His calling in all the 
things I’ve done and He knows 
what He’s doing.”   These areas of 
service “use my gifts and experi-
ences.”  

For those of you out there try-
ing to find your area of service, 
Audrey’s advice is to “ just do it.  
Try some things out.  There are so 
many areas of need.  Tom Parsons 
and Susan Glover can help.  Talk 
to the elders about serving on their 
committees.”  

Audrey has certainly put her 
own advice into practice.  Thank  
you, Audrey, for your many years 
of service past and present and the 
many lives you’ve touched along 
the way. 
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 The deadline for  the Apr il 

Challenger is March 25. It will be 
mailed out Apr il 7. Please submit 
articles  to: Carol Valencia (454-
9467), cjm44@cvip.net or leave in 
newsletter box in church office.  
The deadline for  “ A Place for  
You”  is each Monday at 5 p.m. 
Please submit announcements to 
Cheryl Eaker (485-6460) or 
ceaker@fpcfresno.org.  
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Dear Prayer  
Warr iors: 

 Thank you for all your prayers. 
My cousin, Col. Gary Ichikawa is 
home and safe. He suffered a minor 
back injury and so he was sent 
home early.   

My family  consists of very de-
voted Buddhists who will tell me 
that the prayers merely put the good 
karma in motion, but we all know 
his return was God©s will. If he had 
not returned to us I would have 
known that was also God©s will . 
God bless you and thank you. 
—Nancy Patterson 

Holy Week Services 
All are invited and encour-

aged to participate in special wor-
ship services during Holy Week. 
Palm Sunday Services will be at 
8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. on March 
20.  Our Maundy Thursday Ser-
vice will occur on March 23 at 7 
p.m.  You may sign up for the 
Prayer  Vigil, which will begin 
after the Maundy Thursday Ser-
vice and continue through Good 
Fr iday. And we will rejoice on 
Easter  Sunday at both services, 
8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. 

New Baby 
First Pres welcomes 
a new baby boy, 
Owen Campbell 
Wanless. He was 
born on February 2, 
to Kirk and Jennifer 
Wanless.  


