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Bible Study Fellowship and Romans by Jamie Evans  

 Take the pulpit eye view of 
our congregation, my perspective 
on Sunday mornings, as I watch 
you watching me (or not) during a 
sermon. Let’s say the topic is Ro-
mans chapter 1 and we are dis-
cussing the issue of alternative 
lifestyles from a biblical approach. 
The Word of God is clear and 
hopefully I am following it in the 
preaching outline.  

Suddenly I see three or four of 
our folks gathering up their purses 
and coats (never a good sign), 
shaking their heads in my general 
direction, and hoofing it to the 
door. This is no fantasy scenario, 
for it has happened numerous 
times during my ministry over two 
decades. Some of the departing 
will never return. I am aware of 
this while I am writing that sermon 
and yet must speak as the Word 
dictates.  

The week preceding usually 
has me on edge, anticipating the 
inevitable. Christianity slams into 
cultural norms and folks walk. 
They walk for a host of reasons: 
personal and familial, cultural and 
theological, but walk they will and 
we miss their presence. Only our 

love for the Word would trump 
our desire for their fellowship 
with us. They choose to self-edit 
and go their own ways. 

Recently our sibling in the 
faith, Bible Study Fellowship, 
experienced such a scene. Ro-
mans chapter 1 was taught to a 
group of four to five hundred 
women recently on our campus. 
BSF is orthodox in their commit-
ment to the Lord’s Word; the 
leaders taught what God teaches 
on the subject of alternative life-
styles. A few walked, perhaps 
never to return.  

On the personal side of this I 
grieve for their fellowship, for 
these departing women mean the 
world to their leadership. Yet on 
a theological level I applaud their 
character and courage. Their 
teachers know right well that 
their lessons are charged with the 
cultural dynamite of the Holy 
Spirit, who challenges our 
world’s thesis of live and let die, 
of toxic license and careless 
boundaries.  

Love compels them to speak 
the truth. They knew this going 
into the study, that prices would 
be paid for such spiritual candor. 
Romans chapter 1 is tough truth 
for all who wrestle with habits 
that hurt, from slander and gossip 
to our intimate lives’  practices. 
No one gets out of that chapter 
unchallenged. 

Carol Trevino, the teaching 
leader of BSF, pays a shepherd’s 
cost for her excellence and deter-
mination in ministry. She tells 

the truth. Saying what is true can 
still be expensive, for we are all 
connected relationally and people 
will respond to such clarion teach-
ing. One can be very right and still 
be under heat and pressure.  

Yet I thank God that our sib-
ling, BSF, has the loving fortitude 
to walk this line. Four siblings oc-
cupy this campus: Hope Now for 
Youth, BSF, Bethany Church, and 
First Pres. I watch and listen to 
each of these four ministries all 
preach from the same page, ortho-
doxy of faith.  

Our campus invites many who 
are spiritually hungry from all eco-
nomic brackets and backgrounds, 
yet spiritual hunger doesn’ t auto-
matically translate into a desire for 
purity and holiness in personal and 
cultural conduct. The God of Israel 
always taught that His people wor-
shipped best when they followed 
His patterns for living.  

Well done, Carol, for bravely 
and lovingly stating this. We are 
sad for those who left, yet you 
make us proud. A shepherd’s bur-
den is not safe. 
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What Are We So Afraid Of by Greg Ehlert 

Have you ever heard the 
phrase, “ It’s better to give than 
receive?”  Although there are great 
elements of truth in this statement, 
there is something missing in it. 
Another phrase that is palpably 
exemplified in our culture is “ It’s 
easier to give than receive.”   

One of the amazing things 
about God’s act in sending Jesus 
Christ to us is that Jesus identified 
Himself with the poor, rejected, 
marginalized and downcast. He 
went as far as to say, “Blessed are 
the poor in spirit”  (Matthew 5:3). 
There is much God wants us to 
learn from Jesus’  fundamental ori-
entation of humility. 

Have you ever noticed that 
when someone does something 
kind for us, we instantly start rack-
ing our brains to think of some-
thing we can do in return to 
“balance the scales?”  Why are we 
so prone to want to “even things 
out”  when others help us out?  

Even more, why are we so 
convinced that allowing others to 
see our needs means we’ re 
“putting others out?”  At times, it’s 
almost as though we feel ashamed 
to have needs at all. 

I experienced this when I had 
my boating accident over four 
years ago. As a result of the blow 
to my head at Bass Lake, I was 
laid-up in the hospital for several 
days, completely disoriented, and 

unable to walk. After returning 
home, I endured several months 
of “ low-activity”  days, doctor 
appointments, tests and treat-
ments as well as dozens of cards, 
gifts and visits by members of 
our church.  

I realized immediately that 
my “condition”  was so severe 
that there was absolutely nothing 
I could do in return for all of the 
love, attention and care I re-
ceived but be thankful. I had to 
do the di f f icul t work of 
“ receiving.”  

The reason, I believe, it is so 
difficult for us to receive is two-
fold. First, I believe that pride 
gets in our way. Pride is the char-

acteristic of our soul that says, “ I 
can earn the favor of others.”  Its 
motto is, “ I can meet my own 
needs, thank you very much, and 
I DON’T need your help.”  The 
reality, however, is that prideful 
thinking and behavior cover up a 

much deeper and more severe ail-
ment, which is our distrust that 
we’ re loved.  

You see, all of Scripture 
teaches that God is the one who 
initiates relationship with his crea-
tion. I John 4:10 tells us that God 
first loved us which is why we 
love him, ourselves and others in 
return. I want to suggest that the 
biggest reason we’re afraid of re-
ceiving help, assistance and care 
from others is because we don’ t 
truly believe we’ re loved. 

This may sound too philoso-
phical or psychological, but think 
about it for a moment. Wouldn’ t 
you agree that although it is good 
to give, it’s easier to be in a place 

of power to donate than re-
ceive? 
  There’s a feeling of humilia-
tion that we experience when 
we receive gifts we could never 
repay. This is why being in a 
place of need will either result 
in us becoming only one of two 
ways: grateful or bitter. 
  Gratitude is the byproduct of 
knowing we’ re loved. Bitter-
ness is the result of holding-on 
to our desire to earn the love, 
care and attention of others 
upon our own merit.  
The fact that the God of the 
universe would allow His very 
Word to be incarnated in the 
person of Jesus Christ and that 
He would allow His Son to 
identify Himself with those 
who were in the most need is 

extraordinary! So, when we are in 
need, may we not keep our needs 
to ourselves in silent suffering, but 
may God give us the strength to 
trust Him and one another with the 
truth of our poverty. It is then that 
His Kingdom will be ours. 
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Rolling With The Waves Of Change by Marcie York 
“Where is the library now?” 

“Where is my class meeting this 
week?”  “How will we fit every-
body in and where will we put 
them while we are under construc-
tion?”  These questions have run 
through my mind in the past few 
weeks as renovations begin on our 
church grounds. The buzzing and 
clanging of tools and equipment 
will more and more be a part of 
our weekday experience around 
the church office.  

And when we all gather on 
Sundays we are apt to find some 
portion of the campus newly con-
figured. This exciting period in our 
church life has started me thinking 
about change and whether I react 
or respond to it. As I lead the ele-
mentary department of Children’s 
Ministry through the ups and 
downs of the next few months, the 
way I handle change will set the 
tone for children and volunteers 
alike. 

Recently Ralph and I experi-
enced our first cruise, a seven day 
vacation to Bermuda. Of our seven 
days, four of them were “at sea.”  
The idea of a cruise, in and of it-
self, was too much change for this 
homebody! As motion sickness is 
my constant companion in car 
travel I was not looking forward to 
a possible bumpy ride on the 
ocean, so I faced our vacation with 
some trepidation.  

Fortunately I adapted to the 
roll of the ship on the high seas 
without too much trouble, much as 
I am adapting to the beginnings of 
our renovation work. I learned to 
walk a little sideways, hold on to 
gleaming brass banisters, which 
are everywhere in cruise ships, and 
prepare myself for the next “ roll.”  

All was well until our last 24 
hours returning to the Eastern Sea-

board. The tropical storms from 
the Bermuda side of the Gulf 
Stream collided with a powerful 
“Nor’easter”  which bore down 
on us all the way back to the 
United States.  

The ship began to pitch for-
ward and aft with increasing 
depth and as the storm hit hard 
we shuddered from side to side 
as well. People began to drop 
like flies, “barf bags”  appeared 
on all those gleaming brass ban-

isters, and the dining rooms re-
sounded with the crash and tinkle 
of food and utensils sliding to the 
floor. 

Here was where I, the queen 
of motion-sickness-coping-skills, 
put my past experience to the 
test. Any person who under-
stands motion sickness knows 
there are a few key things you 
can do to minimize the agony; 

Anticipate. Train your body 
to anticipate the movement 
and compensate for it, some-
times by moving with it, 
other times by keeping your 
body straight. 
Focus. Keep your vision 
trained on something straight 
ahead and ignore the move-

ment around you. 
K eep your  ear s clear . 
Plugged ears upset equilibrium 
and balance. 
Think about pleasant things. 
Avoid ruminating on your pre-
dicament. 
 
I realize today, that those cop-

ing skills are very similar to what I 
need in order to respond to change 
in my life. On board our ship, I 
began to sense when another swell 
would hit and braced myself for it, 
but I did not resist it. If I resisted 
the movement too much it threw 
me off balance and I was worse 
off than before. As I adapt to the 
changes that renovation will bring 
to our church I begin to anticipate 
what future changes will look like. 
I reposition myself to gain the 
most balance through the bumpiest 
times.  

The same principle holds true 
for life circumstances that change 
our direction and reverberate 
through our days. We learn to an-
ticipate the ripple effect of the 
change, and with God’s grace, ac-
commodate for it. 

In order to keep my equilib-
rium during our fierce storm, I 
found chairs that were positioned 
forward, sat, and focused straight 
ahead of me. First I sat on a cov-
ered dining patio outside, until I 
could no longer ignore the size of 
the waves on either side of the 
ship! Then I moved inside to a 
quiet corner for the duration. I 
trained my vision on a painting in 
front of me (It would be of a ship 
in a storm!) and kept it there. 
When change of any kind hits my 
life, I remember that God’s Word 
instructs me to set my eyes on Je-
sus, the Author and Perfecter of 

(Continued on page 5) 

From The Treasure Chest 
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Special Recognition 
by Roger Minassian 

The Central San Joaquin Val-
ley Nursing Hall of Fame has in-
ducted Dr. Pauline Kliewer. She 
joins six other nursing profession-
als inducted in the past two years. 
All are recognized for their life-
time of 
dedication 
and achieve-
ments in 
nursing and 
as out-
standing 
leaders in 
Central 
California .  

A Professor Emerita of Nurs-
ing at California State University, 
Fresno, Ms. Kliewer taught at the 
university from 1987-1992. Her 
career covers nearly 50 years, and 
her leadership has been recognized 
at local, regional, national and in-
ternational levels.  

In honoring Ms. Kliewer, the 
Hall of Fame cites her dedication 
to the nursing profession and her 
impact on hospitals, public health, 
home health agencies, colleges 
and universities. She also has 
touched the lives of students and 
families in Japan as an educator 
and adviser to the Japanese Minis-
try of Health.  

Our Deacons’  Meetings this 
fall have been a bit different from 
last year. Carolyn Johnson, our 
new moderator, has asked two 
Deacons to give a small report 
each month to the rest of us on 
their visits with their STARS. We 
are all getting a 
chance to hear 
about how special 
these people are 
and hearing dif-
ferent ways to 
meet with them 
each month. In 
the past two months, Patsy Cooper 
and Marilyn Conrad introduced us 
to their STARS.  

We also heard a very enlight-
ening talk from Paul Armstrong 
about how we can help those we 

serve better if 
we as deacons 
keep ourselves 
in an active 
study time with 
one or two fellow believers who 
will not only encourage us but 
hold us accountable in our faith. 
God has blessed us all and it is 
important for us to be strong in 
Christ ourselves as we bless 
other believers.  

Watch for our "Harvest of 
Helpers" list coming soon as we 
are always need-
ing our members 
help as we serve 
our congregation 
(especially with 
all the new babies 
coming this fall).  

Deacon’s Corner by Marjie Washburn 

Annual 
Messiah 
Sing-
Along 
The 30th 
Annual 
Messiah 

Sing-Along will be held Sunday, 
November 26, at 3 p.m., directed 
by Dr. Julie Carter. Come sing 
Handel©s inspirational and joyful 
music accompanied by a profes-
sional orchestra. Solos are sung by 
members of the audience and sing-
ers are asked to sit in soprano, 
alto, tenor, and bass sections. Last 
year over 800 people participated 
in this exciting event! If you don©t 
sing, come anyway and be minis-
tered to by the glorious music! 

Music will be available for 
sale in the narthex by Miller©s 
Sheet Music. Participants are 

asked to bring canned goods for 
the needy. A delicious soup and 
bread supper will follow in the 
fellowship hall, hosted by the 
Worship Ministry Team. All are 
invited. There is no charge to 
attend the Messiah Sing-Along. 

Start your Advent and Christ-
mas Season off joyfully —  with 
the Messiah Sing-Along! 

 
Chr istmas Choir  

 It is not too late 
to join the 
Christmas Choir, 
a group which 
sings for the 

Christmas Eve services at First 
Pres. 

Christmas is such a fun time 
to sing — the music is familiar to 
many and the season is so joyful. 
More importantly, our Christmas 

Music Notes by Julie Carter 
Eve services reach out to many in 
our community who don’ t other-
wise attend church. We generally 
have 1200 people attending these 
services. Your investment in the 
Christmas Choir plays an impor-
tant role in touching the lives of 
people. Please consider joining the 
Christmas Choir. 
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With Gratitude by Daphne Saul my faith (Hebrews 12:2), so that I 
do not grow weary and lose heart. 

During our storm I also kept 
my ears clear, by yawning fre-
quently and unplugging them. In 
the same manner, during times of 
change I must keep my ears tuned 
to hear God telling me, “This is 
the way, walk in it”  (Isaiah 30:21). 

Our cruise director helped us 
“ think about pleasant things”  by 

pl anning 
all sorts 
of un-
scheduled 
activi ties 
to while 
away the 
s t o r m - 
d r i v e n 

hours. We hit our lowest moment 
when he announced that 
“Beginning napkin folding class 
would be held in the Schooner 
Bar.”  However an intrepid little 
group gathered to learn various 
techniques and be ready for “speed 
competition”  at the end.  

I listened in from my quiet lit-
tle corner, keeping my vision 
firmly centered straight ahead on 
the painting of the ship in stormy 
waters. I realized the wisdom of 
centering our thoughts also, and 
was grateful for any type of diver-
sion, no matter how desperate it 
seemed. It reminded me again of 
Philippians 4:8, and God’s instruc-
tion on how to think upon good 
things. 

Anticipation, focus, alert lis-
tening and good thinking is a good 
pattern, a time tested way of cop-
ing with motion sickness and with 
all types of change. For after all, 
one of the descriptions of change 
is that it is movement, modifica-
tion or variation that “rocks the 
boat!”  

(Marcie York—Continued from page 3) 

This month, First Pres and 
the Challenger would like to 
honor Arida Taylor and Esther 
Arden. Arida and Esther are re-
tiring from their volunteer work 
in our Kiosk, the brown wooden 
structure on the right side of our 
courtyard. Arida and Esther have 
taken turns in the Kiosk answer-
ing questions and giving infor-
mation about First Presbyterian 
Church for many years.  

A ri da served i n thi s 
“ information booth”  for more 
than twenty years. She would 
hand out tapes of the worship 
services to eager listeners. Others 
used to come up to her and ask 
for devotional materials, such as 
the Upper Room. 
Guests could receive 
packets of information 
about the church. New 
elders and deacons 
needed packets and 
books for their training 
sessions.  

Arida was originally one of 
many who rotated in the Kiosk. 
She especial l y remembers 
Tammy Albright, another faithful 
volunteer, and Linda Osborne, 
who now serves as a missionary 
in Albania. Sometimes people 
would come up to the Kiosk just 
to talk, and this was always fun.  

Arida pointed out that many 
of the Kiosk volunteer’s services 
have been replaced. The narthex 
is much larger, and has lots of 
informational flyers about activi-
ties in the church. Compact 
discs, which replaced the tapes, 
can now be obtained in the nar-
thex. People can also receive in-
formation online from the First 
Presbyterian Church’s website, 
www.firstpresfresno.org. And in 

“A Place For You,”  people receive 
weekly updates about activities in 
the church. However, the Kiosk 
still serves as a primary “welcome 
station”  for people visiting First 
Pres.  

Esther agrees with Arida that 
the most wonderful thing about the 
Kiosk is the opportunity to greet 
people and visit with them. Arida 
originally asked Esther to help in 
the Kiosk, about ten or fifteen 
years ago. Esther has loved visit-
ing people and watching the chil-
dren go by in what she affection-
ately calls the “Lucy Booth,”  be-
cause it reminds her of the Peanuts 
character’s psychology booth.  

In addition greeting people and 
giving out information, 
Esther has sometimes 
helped needy people who 
happened to walk by on a 
Sunday morning. Since 
Esther is also a public 
health nurse, she was able 
to direct these people to ap-

propriate resources. 
Even in retirement, Esther con-

tinues to help as a coordinator for 
the Red Cross Medical Nursing 
Services. She handles training ses-
sions and speaking engagements 
for the Red Cross. Both Arida and 
Esther are looking forward to trav-
eling more. In fact, at the time this 
article was being written, Esther 
was preparing to visit her daughter 
in Tokyo. 

If you see Esther or Arida, be 
sure to thank them for their years 
of volunteer work in the Kiosk! 
And, perhaps there are others who 
would like to volunteer in the fu-
ture. Esther and Arida would tell 
you that this is a great place to get 
to know many people in our 
church. 
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 The deadline for  the December  

Challenger is November  22 at 
5:00 p.m. It will be mailed out De-
cember  6. Please submit articles to: 
Daphne Saul (252-4064), or  

daphne4926@sbcglobal.net, or 
leave in newsletter box in church 
office. The deadline for  “ A Place 
for  You”  is each Monday at 5 
p.m. Please submit announcements 
to Cheryl Eaker (485-6460) or 
ceaker@fpcfresno.org.  
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Answered Prayer 
I was diagnosed with a rare but 
treatable form of leukemia this 
summer and have had so many 
people praying and helping and 
calling that it has been a incredi-
ble experience. I have been to-
tally cleared by the doctor and 
have been feeling better every 
week now. I was encouraged 
and lifted by the prayer of so 
many and I could sense God’s 
hand on me through out the 
process. Especially in the chemo 
drip room, I felt your prayers. I 
know God had me there for a 
purpose. Listening to and shar-
ing with patients, their families 
and staff was a blessing. Your 
prayers were heard, and I en-
courage you to direct your 
prayer time and effort for others 
as well.  
 
—John K. Slaughter  

New Baby 
 

Jack Thomas Cooper, 
Son of Pete and Michele 

 
October 11, 2006 

 


