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To Love Their Children As If They Were
Our Own By Jamie Evans

On October 16, your elders made a to those in need without grabbing on
historic vote. By unanimous and heart- in ownership and possessiveness
felt number the leadership of this Once such people are found Christ|
church chose to offer God a thanks then gives more of His finances to |
offering of a unique kind. Soon our funnel to the needy. This is always a
capital campaign will be concluded. In test for those who have more than
less than eighteen months, permits andthey need. Our church, even in a lea
construction pending, the work on our financial season is rich in comparison
campus will be completed. How do we to both the majority of churches in
as a congregation say thank you to ourthis nation and especially in compari-
generous Lord for this $3.5 million son to the Dalits of India. Our lean
gift to our future? It has been fifty season is their extravagant wealth!
years since such an endeavor has been Secondly we have a unique rela-
attempted on such a scale here. tionship with the Prasads. They are

The elders have been praying for members of our church family. Do
sixty days over what form such a we realize what we have living in our
thanks offering could take. We have midst? In the history of Presbyterian

poverty. The Dalits have suffered for
thousands of years. In our generation

sensed from the Holy Spirit that an evangelism there has never been suchthey are being given freedom, educa-

immediate second capital campaign of a successful approach in both tech-
a novel sort is in order, a capital cam- nique and results for mass conversion
paign for our eastern campus in India. in India.

Philip and Elizabeth Prasad, our When the history books are writ-
own leaders of Witnessing Ministries ten this will be viewed as one of the
in Uttar Pradesh, India have given us atop Kingdom successes. Literally
dynamic challenge: Help them build a hundreds of thousands now worship
one of a kind university for the Dalit or Christ in India who before lived un-
Untouchable People that would be der the evil curse of karma, hope-
Christian in its foundations, evangelical lessly locked in spiritual and physical
in its ethos, and never tried before in
India’s history, a state of the art science
academy to lift the Dalits out of abject
poverty and caste-inspired ignorance.
This is an $800,000 vision in its first
stage. Could we raise a portion or all of| -
this amount once our capital campaign
for our own campus is over? And if we | ..
could why would we do this while call-
ing it a capital campaign? Isn’'t this a | _
mission project, plain and simple?

Let's approach the why question
first. | believe God is searching indi- |~
viduals, families and institutions to test
their hearts and see who will play al-
conduit role for the Kingdom. Who
will receive the Lord’s financial re-
sources as stewards and pass them g
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tion and eternal life.

This was the dream of the Holy
Spirit through Philip and Elizabeth
Prasad. That is why we may call this a
capital campaign. This word choice
helps us determine that these Dalits are
our people, their children our children.
We have radically expanded our youth
facilities for our local kids. Why not do
so for our children on our eastern cam-
pus in India in the state of Uttar
Pradesh where Dalits live in huge num-
bers?

Thirdly we are a mission church to
our very core. Each year you give in
outside mission giving and through our
own mission budget millions of dollars
to Kingdom efforts. When our church
budget receives an overage in funds we
usually double-tithe the excess to mis-
sions first before we turn to our own
campus needs.

Mission churches see the world
through the eyes of opportunity. At no
time in the past have so many folks
been flocking to Christ. This is a boun-
tiful season. We want to help fund it by

(Continued on page 4)



Of Fish Heads and Tiny SquidBy Marcie York

It happened again one recent Sun- Then there was the request for limits! They grinned from ear to ear; |
day morning, another example of those mega-sized purchases, guaranteed tesmiled back and made sure there were
“routine” requests so often made of a draw some eyebrow lifting stares: preparations for thorough hand washing
children’s director. Sunday school wor- Costco carts loaded with giant boxes afterwards. Oh the questions and re-
ship had just concluded and the chil- of fish crackers and “ABC” cookies marks from parents and church mem-
dren were filing out of the room when a for 150 preschoolers or ice cream for bers alike on that day!
volunteer rushed back to say a child’s 350, complete with toppings. Every- During a week long summer pro-
shoe had slipped off her foot and thing from bananas for games, not gram for elementary kids the Junior
dropped through the stairs. It had eating, to goldfish, again for games, High Director offered to plan games for
landed at the very bottom of the stair- not eating, makes its way into Chil- a special afternoon at the park. I left the

well below the kitchen door. Could we dren’s Ministry shopping carts.
please retrieve it and bring it up to the
child?

As a co-worker un-
did the gate and made
her way carefully down

twenty-pound bags of
white rice for the

second grade Sunday
school teachers to set

details in his capable hands but was

There was one request for enough nonplused when he poked his head in

my office with a white paper wrapped
package and asked me to defrost it in
the staff microwave before they got on
the bus. After the cow patty incident |

the dusty, cobweb- up an archeological was leery and asked what | was defrost-
littered stair well, (Did “dig” in a wading ing. “A six inch fish head for fish head

you know that pool in their room. baseball and two dozen tiny squid for
woman’'s high heg The custodians loved squid relays,” he replied.

catches repeatedly cleaning up after that | smiled, asked no more questions,
those open grated one! and complied. The only repercussions
steps?) | thought back to Children’s Ministry  from that episode were remarks of
other unusual requests personnel must be “Eeeeewwww! What is that awful

smell?!” echoing up and down the of-
fice hall. | hurried back to the bus,
handed off the white package, blessed
eleven years as youngest lambs in them on their way and made myself
Director of Children’s Ministry. the flock, we haul inquisitive, impul- scarce around the office for the rest of

There was the request to move ansive children out of bushes, elevators the day!
entire children’s ministry, 400 children, (which they “joy ride” during Sunday What keeps me coming back for
babies through sixth grade, into public school), trash cans, out from under more, | sometimes ask myself? | am
school classrooms or out onto open tables and off of roofs. then reminded of the verses that God
fields for one special Sunday worship | have shaken my head while used to propel me into a whole-hearted
service. This was so that the church signing accident reports for reasons commitment to the next generation;
family could do church “outside the such as these; “head banged while Psalm 71:17-18: “Since my youth, O
box,” congregating for times of celebra- running into wall during Sunday God, you have taught me, and to this
tion or commitment. Truckloads of school,” “BOTH arms broken during day | declare your marvelous deeds.
cribs, diaper changing stations, toys andgames,” “arm broken while running Even when | am old and gray, do not
equipment for the very young were up and down outside stairs.” (This last forsake me, O God, till | declare your
hauled out from the church and brought one happened after being told numer- power to the next generation, your
in again during these ventures. ous times to stop!) might to all who are to come.”

On one memorable occasion, all | have graciously fielded the re- These verses are underlined in my
but one nursery crib was returned with percussions from the plans of overly Bible, with a notation along the side;
broken legs, necessitating an immediateenthusiastic volunteers. Most memo- “LONG CALL!
scramble for replacements for our busy rable in my mind was the summer God has faithfully taughine from
nursery. When Children’s Ministry “did Sunday morning | arrived to find a my youth. How could | not pass on His
church” in an open field, we were portion of the parking lot roped off light and truth to those coming after
amused to find ourselves positioned for the western themed game my vol- me? So bring them on, those harrowing
somewhere east of a dividing line of unteers had planned. | was told it was yet hilarious moments that are the
twenty “porta-potties.” We never were a form of Frisbee, but was later horri- unique inheritance of Children’s Minis-
sure whether it was for the convenience fied to see that the “Frisbees” were in try personnel. They may contribute to a
of our little ones or whether we were fact cow patties that my intrepid vol- few gray hairs and wrinkles but God
assigned a place, like the “unclean” of unteers had collected the day before gives strength, energy and a sense of
biblical lore, outside the camp! from cattle pastures outside the city humor for the ride.

and unexpected mo-

ments | had ex-
From The Treasure Chest

perienced in m

ready for anything at
anytime. While on
the lookout for the




Palm Avenue FriendsBy Bobbye Temple

“Kate really is enjoying her junior We put together a list of some 40 {
high group at church, and tries not to so names from the late 1940s-ea
miss Sunday school or Bible study.” 1950s, sent out invitations, an
My daughter Karin, Kate’s mother, waited. Would anyone be intereste
was speaking, explaining why our The answer was an emphatic “Yeg
granddaughter, Kate, needed to befollowed by “When?” We had the
dropped off at the Steeles’ home for first reunion that year. We met on g
Bible study. Saturday morning for brunch, spet

the day visiting, and after dinner th
evening enjoyed a time of singinf
the old hymns. Sunday morning ’
all worshipped together at the Pal

r

Avenue church. We sat together ds

we had as teens—in the front ro
of the sanctuary on the right-ha
side.
| remember that first Saturda
morning my sister and | were stan
ing in my kitchen, shortly before thg
guests were due to arrive. Sudde
the thought struck me. “Marilyn,” I
said, “it has been 30 years since
have seen some of these peop
What if we don’t even like them an
more? What if we don't like thei
Kate's joy in her church group spouses? This could be a long wed
brought back memaories from some 60 end.” Just then the doorbell rang, a
or so years ago for Martin and me. We the first couple arrived, a half-ho
were part of a high school Sunday ahead of the stated time.
school group at the Palm Avenue | needn’t have worried. We ha
Church of Christ. Even though the a glorious time.
group members were pretty much And we have continued meetin
evenly divided between Fresno and every other year since then. Over t
Roosevelt high schools, we were in- years, the Palm Avenue churd
separable otherwise. There were Sun-moved north as the College Churg
day classes and worship and Wednes-of Christ. Many of the older geners
day night Bible study, but beyond that tion—our parents and others wHp
was a choral group, trips in the church had supported us so complete
bus to other Valley churches, church when we were teens—have died.
camp in Yosemite Valley in the sum- We decided to move the reunic
mer, picnics and softball games in to our vacation home at Cambrig
Roeding Park, and lots and lots of par- where we have been gathering ff
ties in our homes. the past 12 years, as we did just
Over the years, we finished high few weeks ago.
school, went to college, became But instead of the 30 to 40 wh{
adults, started our working lives, got attended in the early years, we hg
married (there were several marriagesonly 14 this year. Some have seriof
within the group, including Martin and health problems, like my sister whf
me), and had families—and some of is in early stage Alzheimer's. W4
us moved to other communities and have mourned the deaths of two
other states, and to other churches,our number and the spouse of o
losing touch with those special friends. And those who live at a distance
Early in 1985 some of the group Colorado, Texas, Arizona, Orego
came up with the idea of a reunion. (Continued on page 5)
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Things Are Not As
They Seem

By Terry Jaurena

Almost every Thursday morning |
spend time in Bible study and prayer
with Nancy Donat. One of our mission
partners who lives in the Lowell
neighborhood, Nancy works with Beth-
any Inner City Church through Interna-
tional Teams. We're both women in
ministry and we’ve come to value
deeply each other’'s encouragement for
our lives, our work and our walks with
Christ.

We recently read and pondered
together a little book that | know will
be one of those | will re-read often. It's
written by Darrell Johnson and it’'s
calledFifty-Seven Words That Change

Y the World, A Journey Through the

Lord’'s Prayer
| was particularly moved by the

-chapter titled “Rescue Us” on this part

of the prayer, “deliver us from the evil
one.” He reminds us that the evil one
desires to sneak in and destroy our

O character and our faith in subtle and

unrelenting ways. Subtle and unrelent-
ing. Oh yea, it is that way, isn't it? As
is his custom throughout the book, he
writes expanded prayers which take in
what he’s just discussed. See if this

e doesn't ring true:

“Father, you know that we cannot
stand up under very much pressure. As
you lead us to the test—all of life is a
testl—as you seek to prove and im-
prove our faith, do no let the test be-
come a temptation, a seduction to sin,
but deliver us from the subtle wiles of
the deceiver against whom we are no

r match. Father, rescue us from the evil
aone!”

We can’t stand up under very
much pressure. And the pressure is

d subtle and unrelenting. I'm no match
s for that, but | know who is. Rescue us!

But the part of this chapter | have
come back to the most since we read it

f was a personal note from Darrell’s

journal. It came as he talked about this

prayer being also to ask God to help us

to trust him when life brings us to the
(Continued on page 5)



Jamie Evans—(Continued from page 1) caste rules by violence is frequent :

prayer, participation and cash. even though illegal. TWO WayS TO lee
But do we have the cash? This may A silent and firm code is en- :

well be an $800,000 endeavor! The forced that clearly states that Dalits Thanks By Julie

honest truth is that we do not have anare sub-human, spiritually filthy, andg .

extra $800,000 in our till. We don’'t beneath the least of these. It doesfyt1nanksgiving Bounty r

have the money. The elders know this, take any emotional imagination t As Jamie is fond of
and voted unanimously none the less.envision what they endure to thi '€minding our congrega
Are our elders crazy!? Have they lost day! Compassion compels action. | 10N, we are very
their financial moorings in the winds of But we are not alone in this en} Plessed! We have been
wishful thinking? Every church has to deavor. The Eastminster Presbyterign 9\ven much and so we should give in
face the unknown either with fear or Church in Wichita, Kansas, may welj "€turn out of thanksgiving. Soon you
faith. Our role is to be obedient and to join us. This congregation is very will have the_o_pportumty to do just that.
let God be in charge of the success. supportive of Witnessing Ministries On Thanl_<sg|vmg Synday, N_ovember
Finally, compassion calls us to do and is eager to consider placing the 1.8’ we wil have a time to bring our
what may be costly. In Bannahalli university within their own upcoming tithes, Oﬁe”UQS' and canned goods for-
Hundi, a village in India, half the popu- capital campaign. (Apparently thd Wf"‘rd asda gift to thethl)rd_ tor?e used for
lation is Brahmin, the upper priestly Holy Spirit has been nudging mor g's r:jee s. We can eplnft '3 area.
caste in Hinduism. The rest are the un-than us in this vision.) Eastminster i ur deacons manage our food pantry
touchable Dalits. Last month when a capable of providing significantly for and we give food year round to those in
Dalit cook was hired for the local this effort. We have at least eighteg neef[j. Waould you ser;archf your OWT fOtOd
school the Brahmin parents pulled their months before our own capital can- E;:nrgaOro%rggféyczn?ﬁbl?t;io,ﬁrge gj‘ é,o
children out in protest. Most Dalits paign is finished. That is plenty o < remeg'mber to select fooois yogenjoyl
have never been in an upper castetime to pray, decide, and save. If Firgt =’ In addition. the 31st Annual Mes- '
home there. Marriages are forbidden Pres raises $10 or $1,000,000 for the '

. : siah Sing-Along is coming on Novem-
between castes, and enforcement ofcause it does so out of gratitude. ber 25 at 3 pm. While it is a grand ex-

perience in worship and music, and

d
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Deacons COmEBy Roger Taylor i | there is no charge, each attendee is in-
The biblical apostles and they prayed and laid xgi%;? bring a canned good to help the
foundation for their hands upon them. And the wotd In Matthew 9:35-38 Jesus saw His
our ministry of God increased; and the number éf people and had deep compassion for
known as Dea- disciples multiplied greatly.” (RSV) : them. Let us do our part in this small
cons is found in Indeed we serve not only widows, area to provide food for His people and
the Acts 6:1-7. but widowers, families young and old ¢, them His love in a tangible way.
“Now in these and any individual in need of speC|aI
days when the care. The Board of Deacons, WhICh Christmas Choir
disciples were increasing in number, includes eighteen members, has a :

New singers are welcome to join us
for rehearsals beginning Sundays, Oc-
tober 28 and November 4 at 9:40 am, in

the Hellenists (Greek disicples) mur- Congregational Meal Support Com-i
mured against the Hebrews because  mittee. The chairperson or other

thgir w_ido_vvs were neglected in the members of the committee may getc the Choir Room. This is a short-term
daily distribution (of food). And the phone call or hear, by way of the : :

I d the bodv of the di hurch | bull ¢ commitment and an easy way to dip
twelve summoned the body of the disci- church newsletter or bulletin, of a your feet in the musical waters. Re-

ples and said, “It's not right that we need to provide meals to an |nd|V|duc1I
should give up preaching the word of  or a family. :
God to serve tables. Therefore, brethren Such circumstances usually i in-i
pick out from among you seven men of volve persons with an illness, a deatr
good repute, full of the spirit and of in the family, new baby, or recoverifig
wisdom, whom we may appoint to this from an accident or surgery. The Har
duty. But we will devote ourselves to vest of Helpers forms provide the :
prayer and to the ministry of the word. names of potential meal-providers.
And what they said pleased the whole Great care is taken to consider the :
multitude, and they chose Stephen, a  particular needs such as the size of the
man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit,  family, timing schedule and dietary :
and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, requirements. This service can alsa
Parmenas and Nicolaus, a proselyte of foster the feast of fellowship when we
Antioch. These they set before the interact with those in need.

hearsals which run through November
and December culminate with services
at5 and 7 pm on Christmas Eve.

Join your spouse or children and
make it a family event. Singers from
high school age and up are welcome.
Our Christmas Eve services reach out
to many in our community who don't
otherwise attend church. Up to 1200
people attend these services. Your in-
vestment in the Christmas Choir plays
an important role in touching the lives
of many people.

(Continued on page 5)




Julie Carter—(Continued from page 4)
When asked about singing it is
common for people to either say they
don't have time or they don't sing well.
If you attend church on Sunday morn-
ing you have time, because we rehear

on Sundays!

If you think you don't sing well,
let's consider a few things. The people|
who sing in the Chancel Choir are not
professional singers. Some read musig
well and others do not. They simply
spend time rehearsing the music! Al-
most anyone can rehearse the music f
seven weeks and learn it.

| think the most important thing to
remember is that God's Holy Word
exhorts His people to “sing to the Lord
a new song.” Unfortunately, our societ
has moved from being a people who
sing to being a people who listen to
others sing. The human voice is the
original musical instrument created by
God Himself. We were designed to sin
to Him and about Him. So | submit to

you that you can sing in the choir if yoyi Y€&rs ago, and the same enjoym

simply attend each rehearsal and give
your best.

Consider joining the Christmas
Choir! Better yet, pray about it! | hope
to see many of you on October 28 or
November 4.

Bobbye Temple—

(Continued from page 3)

and North Carolina—are finding it

harder to make the trip. So wh

knows how long we may be able t
b€continue our reunions. But when th

time comes, we wi

D
D

a)

-

Terry Jaurena—

(Continued from page 3)

test. It is words the Lord gave him as

he was driving home from the ICU

where his son was on a Christmas Eve:
“Things are not as they seem. ...

There is more going on

still have our memorie
of the joy of being witH
special friends.

When | tell peoplé
that | am planning ph
reunion of our high

Pl'school Sunday schopl
class, | usually get Ja
rather puzzled look—
and then a smile. “That
sounds neat,” they wi
say, almost wistfully.

| wish for Kate an

that meets the un-aided
senses. There is a God. A
living God. A good God.
A faithful God. A power-
ful God. A reigning God.
An ever-present God.
There is never a time
when this God is not
good. There is never a
time when this God is not
faithful. There is never a
time when this God is not
powerful. There is never a
time when the God of the

R (

all of the other teenag
ers in junior high and high scho
g Sunday school classes the same |
for each other that we found all thode
it In just being together.

And | hope that they will in

some future year decide to plan thgir

own high school Sunday school rg
union—and that they will find ag
much joy in it as we have.

Session Summarnpy

Philip and Elizabeth Prasad As many

Scott McCallum

serve of three months of budgeted

of you know, God has anointed Philip spending. We are very grateful for
and Elizabeth Prasad to conduct a min-God’s continued grace and mercies.

nt

Bible is not on the throne
of the universe. There is never a time

e

when the God we meet in Jesus is not
present. It is a promise: ‘I will never
leave you or forsake you.™

Those are words to come back to,
words to prove and improve my faith,
words to hang on to when it seems oth-
erwise. But “things are not as they
seem,” thank God!

leaders.

Important Dates: Remember to pray

istry to the Untouchables of India. As a for Sudan. There will be a standing
result, tens of thousands have acceptedPray for our Mission Partners: prayer meeting on the first Sunday of
Jesus Christ as their personal Lord andHave you ever wondered how you can each month in Room 101 at 8:30 a.m.
Savior. Philip has a vision of establish- support our Mission Partners in (during First Service).

ing a university, where Untouchables prayer? Now it is easy to do. The Mis- First Presbyterian has a long tradi-
will have an opportunity to obtain a sion Ministry Team has contacted our tion of leading the worship service at
higher education and qualify for a digni- Mission Partners, and has assembled ahe Fresno Rescue Mission on the First
fied occupation. Session has felt God’s prayer list. If you want a copy go to Sunday of each month. Peter France has
Call for First Pres to have a role in this the Missions page on our website, or taken the lead to assure that members of

vision. Please continue to pray for th
Prasads and the proposed university.

9/30/07 Accounting Results:

e call Terry.

Day of Prayer: Mark the fourth day
of the month on your calendar to pray

our church will be available to lead this

service. Please pray about this opportu-
nity to serve Him, and call Peter to sign-

up your group.

Giving as of 9/30/07 was below budget for our Presbytery. Pray for the The Mission Christmas Gift Project
by 9.2 per cent, Spending as of 9/30/07 churches, the seminary students, ouris scheduled for the morning of 11/4/07
was also below budget by 8 per cent. As pastors and their families. Also please in the Fellowship Hall.

of 9/30/07, our cash reserves for opera-pray for the issues facing our denomi- Pastor Prayer Partners last meeting
tions have now grown to one month of nation, that the Lord will open the for the year will be 8:00 a.m. on 12/1.
budgeted spending. Our goal is a re-eyes and ears of the denominational



The deadline for theDecember
Challengeris November 23 at
5:00 p.m.It will be mailed outDe-
cember 6.The deadline for the
Annual Reportis December 31.

Please submit articles to newsletter

box in church office. Or, call
Daphne Saul at 252-4064.

The deadline for “A Place for
You” is each Monday at 5 p.m.
Please submit announcements to
Cheryl Eaker at 485-6460 or
staff@fpcfresno.or@nd put Cheryl
Eaker’s name in the subject box.
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Ringing the Bell

Thanks to Ed
Deatherage’s un-
selfish service for %\s

over 40 years, the .=
Salvation Army

bells rung by First Pres members
will again be heard loud and cleaf].
You can sign up between service&
on November 4 and 11. Our ringifjg
dates will be November 26 and 2f.
We are adding a new station, in
front of the Macy's Men'’s en-
trance. All ringing stations will be
inside Fashion Fair Mall. Happy
retirement, Mr. Bell Ringer, Ed
Deatherage. “Clanging” well dond.

Questions? For the hard ones, cdll
Ed for the last time at 432-6702.
For the easy ones, call Bob Park
man at 439-1894.

Messiah Sing-Along

The Annual Messiah Sing-
Along will be held Sunday, No-
vember 25at 3 pm., directed by
Dr. Julie Carter. Come sing Han-
del's inspirational and joyful musi
accompanied by a professional o
chestra. Solos are sung by memi
of the audience and singers are
asked to sit in soprano, alto, teng

T

ers

-
1

and bass sections. If you don't sifg,

come anyway and enjoy!

Music will be available for sal
in the Narthex by Miller's Sheet
Music. Participants are asked to

bring canned goods for the needy.

A delicious Soup and Bread Supy
will follow in the fellowship hall,
hosted by the Worship Ministry
Team. All are invited. There is no
charge for admission.
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New Baby

$ $
$ $
$ $
| |
¢  Samuel Graham Johns$
4 born to 4
; Koby and Stacy Johns ;
g October 6, 2007 g
$ $
$ $
$ $
2 2
$ $
$ $

Congratulations!
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