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Whisper To Me A

Story About Jesus
By Terry Jaurena

Whisper to Me a Story about
Jesus.That's what my nephew DJ
said to me as he sat behind me in the
worship service recently. He had
picked up a Bible and opened it. It jts way into my prayers.
was even opened to the book of Mat-  Frontiers and other groups fd}
thew. _ cused on reaching Muslims wit

Unknown to this almost 6 year the gospel message have identifi¢
old who has just started the first 247 unengaged Muslim peopl
grade, he had opened the Bible up togroups. That's 247 people groug
the right place to find a story about who have no opportunity to engag
Jesus. “Aunt Terry, whisper to me a with Christians or hear the gospé
story about Jesus.” message.

| didn’t. It was a sweet request They are praying and askin
made at the wrong time in the wrong God to provide 247 team leade
place, or so it seemed to me. It was\yyho would be called and equipp
difficult to dO, but | told h|m, “not to go to those places with a tea
now.” | didn’t whisper to him a story  they develop. And then Bob invite
about Jesus so the others near ugs to do our part, to pray and {
might not be disturbed. identify those from our church wh

But that sweet little request came might be among those 247 tea
back to me while | was praying in |eaders—in other words, not tf
our staff meeting later that week. | wajt for volunteers, but to actively

began to pray for all the little treas- pyrsue people we think God couI
ures we have (and we've got a lot of ygse in these hard places.

4,200By Greg Ehlert

In a book | was reading re-
cently, the author quoted a study of
contemporary life in the United
States in terms of the messages the
average person receives in a week.
These messages come from a vari-
ety of media such as the Internet,
television, radio and magazines.

The study revealed that an
American’s average “message in-
take” is 4,200 per week. Assuming

done can't receive these messages

while asleep, simple mathematics
reveal that we’re receiving 1.25
messages every two minutes, or
37.5 messages per hour.

Just like any communication,
these messages come in “bundles”
or waves of engagement so that we
actually take-in hundreds of mes-
sages in short spurts of time. Each
of these messages seek to influence
us to the point that it causes us to
think, feel and behave in ways that
the "messengers” desire. Unfortu-
nately, the majority of these mes-
sages find their source in marketers

(Continued on page 2)

them, don't we?) to have a longing 247 people groups need somg
to hear stories about Jesus. _one to whisper to them the story df
| prayed that we would be faith- jegys.

ful as a body to whisper, to sing, to That's not a huge numbe
shout, to live out all the stories about That's doable. Watch out! I've be
Jesus. | prayed that for generationsgun to pray that some from thi
to come, at the corner of M and fe|lowship will be a part of God's
Calaveras one would always be ableanswer, to be one or two or may
to hear a story about Jesus. three or four of those 247 tea
Bob Blincoe visited Fresno re- |eaders who will go and find a wa
cently as he was teaching in the Per-g te|l those who don’t even kno
spectives class. We had a luncheonpow desperately they need to h

gathering with some of our mission the great story about Jesus.
team members so that we could to  vgu can find the list of the 24

have some time with him. He shared people groups if you visi
something then that has also foundyww frontiers.org.
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receive each week. they'll get a significant chunk of

Messages— \ Jesus said, “The thief that money. One tenth of one per-
Continued from page 1) comes only to steal and cent of $80 billion is $80 million!
who want us to buy M/ kill and destroy; | have Jesus said, “My
their product or service. pe come that they mav - sheep listen to my
In his book, How have life, and have voice; | know
Now Shall We Live to the full.” (John them, and they
Chuck Colson suggests 10:10). The vast ma- v follow me.” (John
that marketers seek to promote whatjority of messages we hear tell e 10:27). One of
he calls “the gospel of commercial- us just the opposite. Our lives our biggest chal-
ism.”  Advertising agencies hire will only be full if we invest in lenges in Chris-

psychologists to get at our deepestthis fund, orthat property or earn tian discipleship is to tune out the

human needs and longings. Colsonthat degree. There is nothing in false voices trying to exploit our
suggests the world that even vaguely hints need for redemption so that we can
that our that the only way to true redemp- make space to listen to one voice
deepest tion and abundance comes alone, the voice of our Father. The

Message need and through and in Christ. voice of our Father tells us the truth
longing is Marketers don’t stop with about who we
0 for redemp- adults. A recent newspaper & are, why He
tion. There- article explained that the i made us and
fore, he come of American teens | , 0- how He will pro-
says, “what ads really trade on is $79.7 bil- O *  vide for us.
the universal longing for re- @ lion. Mar- / After reading
demption.” - ‘ keters and ‘ this  article,
In 1 John 2:15, John write: \ Aé‘ retailers spend three min-
“Do not love the world or any- \“ know that utes letting Him
thing in the world. If anyone / if they can tell you what He thinks by reading
loves the world, the love of the - appeal to the the following verses: Matthew
Father is not in him.” teen’s need 11:25-30. Jeremiah 29:11-13.
This is a message directly for accep- Psalm 139:13-18. Romans 12:9-

opposed to the 4,200 messages wdance, relevance and redemption,21. Matthew 6:24-34.
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=~ They Are Back! By Jamie Evans

They are back! Our own requested, and was wise counselsion under the Leadershi</

EP L EY

Terry and H. Spees have re- and advisor to our session during Foundation. W
turned to our congregation. | many a crisis and essential deci- | recall years ago as H«;
think four grandchildren had a sion. Spees led an evangelical oL 2

hand in this matter. (Genetics Our elders will invite him to reach during one of our holida .
do have their magnetism.) Your labor under their bounds during services. | sat amazed as scmﬂf
elders and | are ecstatic! his national ministries with the of people committed their lives

We have extended to H. the Leadership Foundation of Amer- to Christ and many more mad‘gf
title of pastor-at-large. This in- ica, asking him to brief them each recommitments to our Lord. 1
vites him to do again what he year on his activities and hold him was a great day as the Ho W
was doing in spades with us up in prayer as H. speaks to Spirit rumbled across our car ¢
prior to his call to be the Senior groups across our country. pus urging people deeper int. ¢
Pastor of Northwest Church Though pastor-at-large is not His Kingdom.

o
four years ago. He was a a paid position, some may desire &
teacher and preacher in ourto designate support for H. o
midst, married and buried as through designated giving to Mis- g

W



Session Summary
By Scott McCallum

Phillip Prasad has a vision of
establishing a university, in which
untouchables will have an opportu-
nity to obtain higher education and
qualify for positions outside the
types of labor that they are cur-

rently forced to do. Session is pray-

ing to determine if God has a role
for First Pres in this vision.
Session is continuing to meet
together in prayer to understand the
current condition of the PCUSA,

our Presbytery. Pray for the
churches, the seminary students,
our pastors and their families.
First Presbyterian has a long
tradition of leading the worship

service at the Fresno Rescue Mis-

sion on the first Sunday of each

month. Peter France has taken the

a.m.on 12/1.

Chelsea Chen and Friends will
present the Robert Smith Memorial
Concert at First Pres on October
12th. Chelsea, the “granddaughter”
of Bob and Honni Smith, is a
graduate of The Juilliard School.

Men’s breakfast is scheduled

lead to assure that members of our for October 13.

church will be available to lead

opportunity to serve Him, and call
Peter to sign up.
Pastor Prayer Partners’ last

Our deacons are planning a

this service. Please pray about this seminar entitled “Planning for

Life’s Adjustments” on October 27,
from 8:30 a.m. t012:30 p.m. Call
Merlene Samuelian for details.

meeting for the year will be 8:00

and to discern God’s will for us in
standing firm on His Word and
holding our denomination account-
able.

Elders are also calling on God
to reveal His plan for each ministry
team over the next five years.
Please pray for the PCUSA and
our session in discerning God’s y
plan.

Giving as of 8/31/07 was be
low budget by 10.6 percent, anc
spending as of 8/31/07 was alsc
below budget by 8 percent As o
8/31/07, our cash reserves for ¢
erations are now less than one
month of budgeted spending.

Since giving has not been
sufficient to cover budgeted ex-
penses, we have used over
$200,000 of our reserves to financg
the ministries at First Pres. Each
elder has been asked to see wherp
we can cut expenses for the remai
der of the year. Please pray. First
and foremost, thank God for His
faithfulness and His perfect will.
Pray also that God will reveal His
will to the elders as they review
their budgets. Also pray and ask
God if He is calling you to tithe.
We remain confident that God will
provide the perfect measurement df
manna for His ministries at First
Pres.

Mark the fourth day of the
month on your calendar to pray for

i
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Deacon’s CornerBy Roger Taylor

The First Presbyterian Church for them. S.T.A.R.S. are often long-
Board of Deacons meeting in June time friends with whom we enjoy
was a time of transition with new keeping in touch. There are also
deacons meeting for the first time many small ways we can help them

and other besides conversations and providing
deacons transportation. Last but not least is
completing the gift of fellowship, which works
theirterm.  both ways as S.T.A.R.S. brighten
We cele- our lives with blessings of inspira-
brated tion, wisdom, joy and caring

with a pot-  through prayer. The deacons are
luck din- presently caring for a total of 56
ner and a S.T.AR.S.

social In addition to caring for

time. This S.T.A.R.S., each deacon has other
special responsibilities to the congregation

and the community. For example,
some of the deacons are responsible
Paul Armstrong. for providing funeral receptions
The deacons’ activities in when requested. There were four in

June, July and August included 70 July.
home visits to our S.T.A.R.S., 71 Another deacon responsibility is
phone calls, 25 greeting cards and the food closet. Food is distributed
one at-home communion service. to needy individuals and families.
“S.T.A.R.S.” are our “Seniors The food closet is stocked by dona-
That Are Really Special.” Per- tions from church members who
sons of whatever age who are liv- bring food items (staples only) to
ing alone, are less mobile, no the church, usually on the first Sun-
longer driving and dependent on  day of each month. Many people
others for transportation, and who have helped keep the food closet
may not have family to help them, well supplied, which makes this
may qualify as S.T.A.R.S. ministry successful. You can be

You may see them at church  part of this ministry by bringing
when transportation is arranged  food to the church.

time was shared with Pastors Ja-
mie Evans, Lana Roberts, and



Treasures From The Pasty Marcie York

Fall in Children’s Ministry is a who have faithfully held forth the a stiff breeze. When | navigate my
mixed bag of excitement, energy Word of Life to each generation own personal Fall tsunami of re-
and elusiveness. We are excitedgrowing up at First Presbyterian sponsibilities | sometimes become
about fresh venues in which to pre- Church. “weary in doing good” (Galatians
sent God’s Word to children, from The book was published in 6:9) and would love to slack off for
our new Believer’'s Bayou for tod- 1913 and is titledien Don’ts for a while.

dlers through our in-depth study of Sunday School Teacherkside Here was a voice echoing
Exodus in fifth and sixth grades. the yellowed front leaf there is a through 94 vyears, warning me
There is new energy in Sun- against trifling, or taking lightly the
day morning classrooms and tasks God has called me to accom-

Wednesday evening
AWANA clubs.

However, if you were to
ask your intrepid Children’s
Directors why the mixed
bag includes “elusiveness,”
the answer would be the
challenging prospect of se
curing ministry teams for
the growing population ¢
children in our church.

“Elusiveness” is defined

plish in this season of my life. |
read on to these words; “Trifling
with your Sunday-school teaching
does not maké a trifle—you can
never do that; but it makegu a
trifle.” [italics mine] That thought
put me firmly in my place. A trifle
is defined as an insignificant thing
and God’s Word and His purpose
can never be trivialized. 1, how-
ever, can become an insignificant
sideliner if | give in to the desire to

in Webster’s dictionary as slack off.

“the tendency to evade pur- | glance up at the time on my
suit, difficult to grasp.” Veggie Tales wall

There is a difference be- From the clock. | must leave the

tween being evasive and being elu-notation that it waslreasure Chest office, and no one has
sive. Ours is a faithful church fam- “bought at State S.S: answered my phone
ily, with many serving the body of convention May 16, 1918.” Two call yet. Who will teach that class
Christ out of generous, loving names are also inscribed on thisthis week? | do not know but | will
hearts. It is not that our people page, Julia D. Dowda, with an hitch up my boot straps, dig in a
“evade” our ever-present phone address on “I” street, and Emma little deeper and go the whole nine
calls and emails inviting them to Popp, with the date September yards. | will trust the truth of Gala-
serve. It is rather that the annual 1934. tians 6:9 and not become weary in
Fall tsunami of activities and The ten “don’'ts” include ad- doing good, for at the proper time |
schedules devours bits and piecesmonitions not to scold, fret, come will reap a harvest if | do not give
of our personal time and energy, sounprepared, and a fascinating lit- up. | do not intend to end this day
that achieving balance and ordertle chapter entitled “Don’t Trifle as a “blot on the face of creation!”
can be elusive. with Your Task.” The author,
As | sit at my office desk this Amos R. Wells, has a simple no-
day, waiting for one of you to re- nonsense way with words and
turn my phone call, my gaze falls grabs my attention with this sen-
on a little blue book which I inher- tence: “A trifler in any occupa-
ited when | became your Chil- tion is a blot on the face of crea-
dren’s Director. It is part of the tion, but the Sunday-school
great heritage of this place and hasteacher who is a trifler is a blot of
a spot on my book shelf where | the deepest dye.”
periodically pick it up and immerse | sit up a little straighter and
myself in the long line of people let that thought fill my mind like




CATCHING THE FLAME OF THE SPIRIT IN LIFESPRING
By Tom Parsons

Dr. Louis Evans, Pastor Jamie’s able to a person seeking to discover  Paul Abajian and Jon Smoot are
father, made a statement that hasGod’'s love; Withess—how to ex- creating a new video presentation
stuck with me for years: “The Pres- press the Good News in words that about LifeSpring. Singles and
byterian Church is like a great oak an unchurched person can grasp. Friends helped put 6500 labels on
log. It takes a lot of heat to get it The excitement is growing as postcards for a mailing to the south
burning, but when it does catch fire this new Christian family is prepar- east area. Bob Avery is helping
it will provide brilliant light and ing for the coming “birth” of Life- gather support and prayer. A good
warmth and keep burning for a long Spring. At a recent “Meet Your number of our people are giving
time.” Neighbors” Block Party hosted by generously to provide financial sup-

This is a season in which the First Pres members Craig and port. And many are praying faith-
“great oak log” is catching fire with Kathie Hartsell and Laura Spong- fully. There is a keen sense of the
the flames of Christ’s love and truth. berg and organized by LifeSpring Lord’'s call and enthusiasm to reach

folks, families gathered at a out and welcome new children and
neighborhood park for a festive adults to the love of Christ.
party complete with barbecue, Regular services and outreach
bounce house, face-painting, will be launched on Sundays, Octo-
free fruit from a generous pack- ber 7 and 14, with special Celebra-
ing house, door prizes, and live tion Services at 5:00 p.m. On Octo-
music from three Christian ber 14 First Pres staff members and a
groups in three different lan- delegation of members will join in
guages. the festivities, the fellowship, the
Invitations were distributed worship and prayer. We invite any
in Spanish and English and the who would like to share in fanning
event drew Indian and Asian as the flame of the Spirit to join us on
well as Latino, and Anglo thatday or any Sundays during these

Just one expression of that flame neighbors into a shared fun eventnext several months to help
is the launching of LifeSpring Com- that helped break down barriers of strengthen the new faith community
munity Church, our new Presbyte- culture and language. Interest wasand outreach. And if you sense a
rian mission congregation in south- high, and another neighborhood nudge to help more directly (we es-
east Fresno. A number of First Presgathering is planned for a Saturday pecially need workers for the nurs-
members have joined with other in November. One young man ex- ery, children’s program, and mentors
Presbyterians on the Outreach Teampressed a desire to know God andfor youth) please contact Tom Par-
to become missionaries right here in prayed with Pastor Frank Pinon to sons at 908-0117 orpar-
Fresno. trust Christ. sons.tom@sbcglobal.nefAn email

They have been meeting together ~ Outreach team members are will get anyone on the list to receive
and are eagerly learning some of thepreparing to welcome and serve theregular prayer updates. And thanks
essentials necessary for sharingnew people through their unique for keeping LifeSpring in your
Christ's love with unchurched seek- gifts and talents. The Robert Burt prayers.
ers: Hospitality—creating an accept- family handle “set-up and take
ing, open, caring community into down” for worship, Jan Suydam
which children and adults will be brings her experience in the
welcomed and connected to God’s nursery, and her husband Russ
growing family; Listening— in administration and ushering.
understanding the barriers to faith Elaine Esqueda is heading up
which are in the minds of the children’s church and Tom is
“unchurched Harrys and Marys, the sparking the greeting. Phil and
Robertos and Rosarios” who are ourJan Crantz and Pam Milhorn are
neighbors;Testimony—sharing what  bringing a family of children
Christ means in our experience in afrom the area, whom they are
way that is winsome and understand- mentoring.




The deadline for theNovember
Challengeris October 19 at 5:00
p.m. It will be mailed outNovem-
ber 1. The deadline for theAn-
nual Reportis December 31.
Please submit articles to newsletter
box in church office. Or, call
Daphne Saul at 252-4064.

The deadline for “A Place for
You” is each Monday at 5 p.m.
Please submit announcements to
Cheryl Eaker at 485-6460 or
staff@fpcfresno.or@nd put Cheryl
Eaker’s name in the subject box.
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Light the Night

“...if Halloween night is dark it's
because the light is not on!

LIGHT SHINE! Join the Martin’s Car-
nival October 31, from 3:00-5:00 p.m
then head home to turn on YOUR
lights and share Jesus, the true Light
the world, with your neighbors!

Stop by the Children’s Ministry table
after church October 21 and 28;

light shine

at cost
*Sign up to support the Carnival at
Martin Park with time and donations!

“Do not be overcome by evil, but
overcome evil with good.” Romans
12:21
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Thank You

Thank you for your prayers for
my father, Floyd Hoisington. He
Is slowly recovering and gaining
strength. We all appreciate your
thoughts and prayers.

This Halloween, choose to LET YOUR

*Free resources and ideas to help your

*Harvest and Halloween tracts for sale

Sincerely,
Janna Rigby
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