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One Percent Unemploymenk ' (

Unemployment in our nation con- tioners to give directly to the poor

tinues to rise above 7.6 percent, and
here in California due to our state’s
business climate it is even higher at
9.3 percent. Fresno County, poorer
than Appalachia, stands close to 14
percent with nearby Mendota at a
staggering 40 percent plus.

Translated onto a human level
this means state agencies will be
strapped to a breaking point. Soon,
people may begin to experience an
existence much like the 1930’s De-
pression.

Yet for all this our congregation
has a less-than-one-percent unem-
ployment rate and most of our jobs
are reasonably stable. Although we
may not be receiving raises and bo-
nuses, by this time next year the
chances are excellent that we will

remain relatively behind the traumatic handout

statistics.

Why? What is the Lord of the
universe doing granting us such an
exception at a time like this, while
simultaneously positioning us down-

town in the midst of large scale depri- feeding pro-

vation? We asked this question in a
recent sermon. Now it is time for us
to begin answering individually and
corporately.

On the most fundamental level
the Lord makes it clear that much is
expected from those to whom much

has been given, and that sets our con-temic approach. We are only begin

versation’s tone.

We are in the “muchtategory,
even if we are simply making ends
meet. Our sense of the tithe and the
offering alerts us to the need that we
can tangibly meet through feeding
and sheltering ministries. Our first
priority might be finding relief for the
poorest of the poor.

Christianity’s main religious

competition is Islam. It asks its practi- new ways if we seize the moment.

the 2.5 percent alms given from
each Moslem. The Koran asks for
face to face compassion. Our Bible
commands far more— it asks that
we be our brother’s keeper in rich
identification with the lowest.

How can we translate this Bibli-
cal injunction into tangible action?
Can the entrepreneurially minded in
our midst find any way to create
jobs in this environment?

John Cristando is doing just thaf
in South Africa right now. He told
me prior to his departure for the
continent that if he could create 200
jobs there he

Blessed Fellowship
& #

On Thursday Jan. 29, a wonder-
ful dinner was held in the fellowship
hall of the church. Over 70 people sat
down for a great winter meal cooked
by Karon Chambers and Patsy Coo-
per. It was the first of a monthly meal
where people from our church's
neighborhood and members of First
Presbyterian and Bethany Church
sing, pray, visit and eat together.

The people from the neighbor-
hood are selected by the staff from
Lowell and Webster Schools. A fam-
ily or person from First Pres was a
host at each of the

would feel seven tables. It
successful. was fun to hear
This goes | the bragging that
beyond the went on after the
§| dinner. Each host
mentality. | stated, “I had the
Our °| very best families
Thursday il at my table.”
Night The evening
monthly started with mu-
sic led by Walter
gram is put- and Daphne Saul.
ting us face We had a few
to face with announcements,

the area’s poor families. Here is an

other aspect then, to connect rela-

tionally with need in human form.
Still we must find a more sys-

ning to see the need and apply our
stability economically to the grow-
ing crisis.

Evangelism is in a ripe season,
for as need explodes people see
through the trauma to a spiritual
hunger. The window of opportunity
is opening in this hard era. This is
the time to pray and strategize. We
are poised to minister in tangibly

the blessing of the food and then a
wonderful hot winter feast.

After a yummy dessert of home-
made cake there was a closing prayer
and everyone was on the way home.
Before the guests left the room they
each joyfully carried out large bags
of fresh citrus. (Thank you, church
family.)

There were over 22 people from
First Pres and Bethany involved in
the evening. At least eight other fami-
lies donated fresh citrus fruit.

There are several ways to become
involved in this new mission project.
(continued on page 2)



families come to be hosts.
We have some needs also. We

Karon Chambers or Merlene

our dream and desire to send the
families home with a bag of fresh
fruit or vegetables each month.
We can also use some more
booster chairs for our small guests
We have a table where we put out

If your children or grandchildren
have outgrown some of your books

please consider donating them. If
you shop at thrift stores please loo}
First, we covet your prayers. Then we for some books. My heart was esp

(Continued from page 1)

books for the families to take home|.

dinners. We especially love to have clutching a Bible and proudly show-

ing it to me. The books do not need
to be religious but that would be a

can use fresh fruit again. Please call plus.

Most of all please keep this min-

Samuelian to make a donation. It is istry in your prayers as we get to

know our neighbors.
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welcome your involvement with the  cially touched by a sweet little girl

WHOLE WOMAN WEEKEND APRIL 24 and 25 at

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH &

)

Women, have you ever wanted a rian minister. Laura’s passion is spiritual lives, our life stages as well

great reason to invite a friend, integrating her work in clinical psy-
neighbor, co-worker or family mem- chology with spiritual growth and
ber to experience deep Christian fel- discipleship. You will find Laura

as some demonstrations and hands-on
activities.
Some of the sessions available

lowship and good old fashioned fun refreshing, insightful and deeply in will be: Leaving a Legacy; Who is
all wrapped up together in a non- love with the Lord. Laura will speak Jesus, and Why Should He Matter to
threatening way? Well, this spring on Friday evening and twice on Sat- Me?; God's Covenant: Acceptance,

you have the perfect opportunity to do urday.

Security and Strength; Navigating the

just that. Because we are whole women, Dating Scene; Estate Planning;

The Whole Woman Weekend Saturday will involve the opportu-

Flower Arranging; and Cake Decorat-

will be on April 24 and 25 on our nity to attend three breakout ses-ing. The weekend will also feature a
church campus. This event is de-sions of your choosing. These beautiful lunch with a “What Not to
signed for all women from high breakout sessions will address our Wear” fashion show, as well as a live

makeover for one of our attendees!

school on up to 120! The theme verse
for the weekend is Matthew 22:37-38.
“...Love the Lord your God with gll
your heart and with all your soul and
with all our mind. This is the first and
greatest commandment.”
We are whole women — boqgy,
soul and mind. Every part of who we
are as women is important. We arg a
whole package.
The weekend will feature our
keynote speaker, Laura Robingon
Harbert. Laura delighted and chal-
lenged the hearts of our women at jpur
2008 Women’s Conference at Calyin
Crest last fall. She is a clinical psy-
chologist and an ordained Presbyte-

The cost of the event will be $15
for advanced registration and $20
for late registration and at the
door.

Online registration and an invi-
tation will be available soon. Reg-
istration will also be available
most Sundays in March and April.

We hope to have 400-500
women attend the Whole Woman
Weekend (WWW). Please begin
praying now about whom the Lord
would desire you to invite.

We will learn together, worship
together and laugh together be-
cause we are Whole Women!




What Time Is It? &

Time is an elusive commodity, “We've only got ten minutes before with the Father that he moved when

but one thing we know forstre, it “the bell rings.”
has become a commodity. With the
advances in transportation.and com-is a “time,for everything” tnder the
municative technologies;-we can talk sun. The reality of life; however, is
to anyone, anytime, anywhere from that we.don’t get to be ifncharge of
anywhere and get ourselves just much of anything when it comes to
about anywhere in a relatively “short this “everything” underthe sun.
amount of time.” “A time to be born”...nepe; |
What used to take days, monthS can't take credit for that one. A
or even years to accomplish in terms time toslaugh”...usually.happens in

itawas time to move, healed when it

Eeclesiastes 3 tells usrthat'there was time to heal and prayed in a se-

cluded place when it was time to
pray. Being present to our ever-
present Gad is a true mark of Chris-
tian discipleship.

Have we become so accustomed
te our view of time that we miss the
moments when God is moving in our
midst? Are we so aware of what time

of transportation and communig¢ation response to something. outside ofit.is on a clock that we fail to see

now takes hours, minutes or even me. Times to gather, mourn, \weep,

what God would have us do, see,

seconds. After our oldest son was oldthrow, destroy,etc. always have so hear or witness in a particular mo-

enough to develop a sense/of time; Imany variables outside of my par-
watched his focus shift fram being ticipation that | can hardly“take
fully-present in the moment to being credit for the daing.
conscious of the clock. Life isn’t,something to be ac-
For me, teaching my son to tell complished; it is something to be
time on an analogue clock was bitter- lived. And part of living as Jesus
sweet. Watching him learnjhow to wants us to live is to know-what
read the hours and minutes Wwith thetime it is, not in terms=of the
“mod-12,” five-minute patterns,was chronological position=of, a clock
exciting, yet at the same time,\dis- but in térms_of the qualitative real
heartening. Rather than hearing, ity of the moment at hand.
“Daddy, can you play with me?” /I Jesus himself said in_Jdohn, 5

ment?

As a father, | know that | have an
uphill battle to cultivate in my sons
their ability to be attentive to God'’s
presence in each and every moment
of the day because it is an uphill bat-
tle in my own life.

We must not ask, “How does
God fit into my schedule today?” but
rather “I wonder what God has
scheduled for me today?” As we seek
to hear and know the voice of Christ,

began to hear, “What time is din- that he=enly, does what*he sees theHe will teach us what time it is each

ner?” “How long will this take?®

Deacons’ Corner—A Blessed Milestone
& 1] *

Long-time First Pres church mem- When the ranch was sold, Eddie

ber, Eddie Evans, will soon reach the obtained a real estate liscense and

age of 100. Eddie was born in Los
Angeles on April 23, 1909. His family
moved to Chowchilla, California in California in 1938. They lived in
1918. The family included one brother Mendota and joined First Pres in
and two sisters, and the only surviving 1943. The family moved to Fresno in
sibling is his sister, Dorothy Seals. 1957.
Dorothy still lives in Chowchilla. Their children include Robert of
Eddie graduated from Chowchilla Atascadero, Carolyn Hendsch of
High School and 4 C's College in Oakland, Nancy Wood of Fresno,
Fresno. After graduating he went to and Laurie Freeman of Modesto.
work for Bernal Giffen and became Eddie is also blessed with eight
the manager of Giffen’s 22,000-acre grandchildren and twelve great-
Murietta Farms, on Fresno County’s grandchildren.
west side. He was with this farm for Eddie and Frances were in-
25 years. volved in Christian Endeavor and

worked for Pearson Realty. Eddie
married Frances Bennetts of Fowler,

Father doing. Jesus was so.in tuneand every moment of the day.

Eddie has served the church in many
ways, including serving as an elder.
Eddie and his family have traveled
around the world and in the United
States.

He last drove his RV in 1999.
Eddie still resides in the family home
on Van Ness Boulevard and he contin-
ues to attend church regularly with his
family.



E'uropean Choir Ministry Trip 2010 nasse“ “Iea"e

Dessert Theatre is back! On M
8 in the Fellowship Hall, the Chang
Choir will be presentinéwful
Awakening at Asphaltd.his melo-
drama is loosely based on the forn
asphalt mines between Fresno an
Bakersfield and will be performed
by the Golden Chain Theatre.

Come and be prepared for a fu

The First Presbyterian Choir has of Berlin, Leipzig, Wittenberg,

embarked on an exciting venture: to Prague, and Salzburg.
share Jesus via music and worship to  This is a rare opportunity fo
both believers and nonbelievers in aeveryone in our church - not jug
different culture. This trip of extraor- “Chancel Choir” members. Anyong¢
dinary meaning and beauty is being attending First Pres will be consid
prepared for the First Pres Choir to ered. Since this is a choir trig
visit Germany, the Czech Republic, some singing ability will be re
and Austria in the summer of 2010 quired. In addition, if there are ce
tain sections of the choir that afp

enjoy dessert during the intermis-
sion. Tickets will be available begi
ning April 19 between services.
Cost for advance tickets is $15
for adults and $10 for children 12

under-represented we may afk
Christian singers from the comm
nity to join our team to balance
each section of the choir.

Our goal is to have a choir @
30-35 voices with no more than 4
people total. Are spouses weg
come? Yes they are! However, p
ority is given to singers and t

able at the door for $20 for adults
and $15 for children 12 and under

and under. Tickets will also be avai

ay
el

ner
)

n

evening of live interactive drama and

n-

those spouses who sign up early.
Rehearsals will take place i
the spring of 2010 outside of Su |

day mornings. Thus, those atten -

Food for Thought:
A Cookbook for

ing both services will be able tg First Pres
participate. ‘

The tour is being organized b We have = : )
Music Celebrations International, § several op-

tour group that has led many touf portunities to

and comes highly recommendef. support the

Current cost estimates are abqytrirst Pres

$3,100 for a 12 day trip. Choir in their
We realize this is quite adf preparation

bringing worshipful music to the vanced notice, yet we want to Iea
cultures represented there. ample time for people to pIa
During our visit we hope to learn ahead. This gives everyone enoufjh
about the history of the Reformation, time to plan vacation time, save
see historical sites related to both thefor the trip, and work on fundrais
Reformation and major composers, ing events to supplement the cost
participate in church services, and Our first fundraiser has begu
have the choir members strengthenthe church cookbook, and we ho
ties with one another enhancing their you will submit your favorite,
leadership of our congregation in mouth-watering recipes! See th
worship. church website and Sunday bull¢
We will visit the church that Lu- tins for details! (Also see the a
ther nailed his 95 “Theses” to the nouncement to the right.)
doors in 1517, visit the house in Please don't hesitate to conta
which Luther lived, visit the birth- me if you need further informatio
place of Handel, see where he com-or a brochure and details. Sign-u
posed Messiah, where Bach andwill begin soon and we hope ma
Mendelssohn worked, visit the cities of you will join us.

for the European Music Ministry
Tour 2010, the first being a congrg
gational cookbook. Please submit
P your favorite recipes on the cards
provided.

Recipe cards will be available
the bulletin, the narthex, and the K
osk. Completed cards can be re-
turned in the offering plate, or can
be obtained and completed online
" via the church website.

received no later than May 15th.
! The cookbooks will be available in
November with pre-orders begin-

1° ning in July. For more information

S

All recipe submissions must be

contact choirtour2010@yahoo.com.
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Family
Retreat
& *

' | g oy

L

~

<

Was your heart moved by the re
cent “Extreme Makeover — Home
Edition” project which featured a
Fresno area family affected by dis-
ability? Did you help or wish you
could have helped?

You should know that there are
nearly 30,000 other families in the
Fresno area affected by disability.
Sadly, many of these families are di
connected from the church and also
need ofextremenelp.

On April 6-10, Joni and Friends
will strive to reach out to these fami-
lies by hosting Family Retreat, a fun
filled week of camp designed to pro-
vide rest and renewal for families af-
fected by disability.

At the heart of retreat is the lov-
ing service and friendship provided
by Short-Term Missionaries or
“STMs.” We need more, angbucan
help us by serving as a STM at fami
retreat.

This is an opportunity for indi-
viduals, families, and church groups
to experience a life-changing missio
program while staying close to hom
at the beautiful Wonder Valley Reso
in Sanger, CA . The relationships th
are built at Family Retreat are never
forgotten!

For more information, contact
the Joni and Friends office at 559-
227-5664, or visihttp://
centralca.joniandfriends.org/

events.php

G.L.’s Birthday Musings & ' (

My bishop, G.L. Johnson, re- Perhaps it will be many decades
tired pastor of the People’s Church, until this again is our norm. For now,
recently celebrated his 8birthday we may find ourselves simply grate-
with a luncheon among men who ful for a roof of any sort over our
have studied the Word with him for heads, a good meal and a living wage
years. Our discussions ranged fromin work that gives a portion of
denominational declines and depar- worth—in short of a way of life for-
tures to Jonathan Witherspoon’s gotten by entitled generations.
Presbyterians and the American Churches often fill during an eco-
Revolution. (When you are with nomic crisis. Doors open that have
G.L. get ready for a wide ranging been long shut as folks run less to
diverse discussion. | was in para- material distraction and ask questions
dise.) that go beyond Niemen Marcus and

As the meal wound down to- the latest trend. G.L. mentioned that
wards its completion, Pastor John- he saw a time of clarifying theology
son turned pensive and mused.and less compromise in the leader-

n Looking at two pastors in their 50’s

at the dining table he ventured that
he wished he was their age again.
“God is about to do something
amazing in Fresno over the next
few decades,” he declared, “l just
wish | was going to be here to see
it, but I am too old for that.”

That left us pondering as we
stepped out into the bright spring
sunshine and headed for our cars.
What was coming? It was as if ship of the church.
some old wise seafaring salt had What a fascinating coincidence,
predicted, “It's going to blow!” and as the building economic meltdown
we younger and less keen-eyed sail-sharpens interest in something more
ors were left standing on the quay permanent, perhaps even the eternal
looking to the ocean trying to dis- message of Christ, and many shep-
cern when the first clouds would herds are being forced to confront the
show on the horizon of the gather- creeping compromise of the faith in
ing tempest. our own lives and theologies of our

As | look over Fresno with its crippled denominations.
present lean and alarming atmos-  Why did it take us so long to get
phere, as | drive by the Gottschalk’s here? Like G.L., | see a focusing on
headquarters and see its nearlythe deep orthodox truths of Christ's
empty offices, and as | talk to the message and the Biblical witness
area’s entrepreneurs who are layingwith a thirst not to water them down
off staff, | know that many ears that to suburban tastes and temperatures,
were once distracted and deaf arejust when many are attentive and at-
now most open to hearing a Word tuned.
from the Lord of hope. Invite them in as you will— let

Real fear and hunger are often the Holy Spirit prepare you to bring
the first waves of wisdom and spiri- in the recently laid off, the newly
tual vitality. No one can predict awakened, and the very troubled. We
when the days of credit and shop- want them here, of all sorts and
ping will return, of newer houses stripes. This is not the time for half-
and cars, let alone of job security.  measures and timidity.




The deadline for the April
Challenger is Friday, March 20
at 5 p.m.It will be mailed out on
April 1. Please contact Daphne
Saul, 252-4064, or e-mail her at
daphne4926@sbcglobal.n¥bu
may also leave articles in the new
letter box in the church office.

The deadline for “A Place for
You” is each Monday at 5 p.m.
Please submit announcements to
Cheryl Eaker at 485-6460 or
staff@fpcfresno.or@gnd put Cheryl
Eaker’s name in the subject box.
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e Children’s Choirs 3
J7 Full Court Pres and Kidsu
Praise are now acceptin

ddJ new members for the
spring. Please bring yourn

J: children to rooms 201 or n

J: 202 at 11 a.m. on Sun- J’

days. J’
994943J3943J343J343d7
lnside The Challenger

Construction
Would you like to see pictures
of the construction at First Pre$?
Simply go to our website, click
on “about,” and then follow the
prompts.
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